
VAN BUREN COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
219 E. Paw Paw Street, Suite 201, Paw Paw, MI 49079 

Telephone (269) 657-8253 Fax (269) 657-0579 
January 28, 2026 - 6:30 pm 

Annual Meeting 
Agenda 

 
 

1. Call to Order & Attendance 

2. Approval of Agenda 

3. Approval of Minutes of November 19, 2025 

4. Public Comment 

5. Reports 

a. County Board of Commission (BOC) 

b. Land Preservation Board (LPB) 

c. Southwest Michigan Planning Commission (SWMPC) 

d. Local Visits 

e. Staff 

6. Election of Officers 

a. Nomination and Election of Chairperson 

b. Nomination and Election of Vice-Chairperson 

c. Appointment of Secretary 

d. Establish 2026 Meeting Schedule 

7. Unfinished Business 

a. By-Law Changes 

8. New Business 

a. South Haven Charter Township Zoning Test and Map Amendment for vacant land. 

b. Van Buren County Parks and Recreation Master Plan update 2026 - 2030 

9. Adjournment 

 

Next Meeting: February 25, 2026, at 6:30 pm 



 

Van Buren County Planning Commission 
57418 CR 681, Hartford, MI 49057 

November 19, 2025 – 6:30 p.m. 

Meeting Minutes 

1. Call to Order and Attendance:  The meeting was called to order at 6:32 p.m.by Chair Alyssa 
Hosbein.  Present: Scott Cedarquist, Jan Petersen, Tom Motycka, Will Pugsley, Barbara Rose, 
Nick Carlson and Alyssa Hosbein   Absent: Tony Hemenway and Kurt Doroh  Others Present: 
Lisa Ransler, staff 

2. Approval of Agenda:  Motycka, supported by Pugsley, made a motion to approve the November 
19, 2025, agenda.  Motion carried unanimously. 

3. Approval of Minutes: Petersen, supported by Hosbein, made a motion to approve August 27, 
2025 meeting minutes. Motion carried unanimously. 

4. Public Comment:  None. 

5. Reports 

a) Board of Commissioners Liaison Report: The commission approved the recommended PA 
116 applications and is working with the Paw Paw DDA for a Holiday Celebration.  Snow 
removal bids were approved and several vehicles were purchased. 

b) Land Preservation Board (LPB):  No meeting. 

c) Southwest Michigan Planning Commission (SWMPC): No report. 

d) Local Visits: Covert Township is working on a Master Plan Revision.  Concern was shared 
regarding Palisades opening on time with Environmental Groups challenging. 
 

e) Staff Report:  Staff reported that the State Legislature is considering revisions for PA 288 
(Land Division Act) that would increase the number of allowable land divisions from the first 
10 acres.  The changes provide landowners and local units with more flexibility, particularly 
for housing and family land splits, while still allowing communities to manage divisions 
through local ordinances, helping to address housing and development pressures.  It also 
could increase parcel fragmentation, especially in agricultural areas, leaving  long-term 
challenges for access/infrastructure and farmland preservation. 

6. Old Business: None. 

7. New Business 
 

a) Antwerp Twp Zoning Text Amendment - Signs in Residential Districts for Agricultural 
Use: Antwerp Township is requesting concurrence on a zoning text amendment that would 
allow ground and wall signs for agricultural uses located within residential zoning districts 
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(AG, R-1, R-2, and R-3). The amendment corrects an unintended exclusion in the current 
ordinance, which only permits signs for non-residential, non-agricultural uses, thereby 
excluding commercial farms. The Township Planning Commission held a public hearing on 
November 5, 2025, approved the amendment unanimously, and received no public 
comment. 
 
Cedarquist, supported by Motycka, made a motion to concur with the Antwerp Township 
Planning Commission zoning text amendment.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 

b) Planning Commission Membership reduction from 11 to 9: Staff presented a proposed 
bylaw amendment to reduce membership from 11 to 9 members, and the amendment 
process - beginning with discussion and feedback at this meeting, followed by first and 
second readings at subsequent meetings before forwarding a recommendation to the Board 
of Commissioners for final approval. The change is authorized under the Michigan Planning 
Enabling Act and is intended to address ongoing quorum challenges caused by vacancies.  
 

c) 2026 Meeting Dates and Times:  The Commission will discuss this at their next meeting. 
 

8. Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 7:01 p.m. 
 



VAN BUREN COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
2026 MEETING SCHEDULE 

 
Regular meetings of the Van Buren County Planning Commission 
will be held at 6:30 PM in the Donald Hanson Board of 
Commission Chambers, Second Floor, 219 E. Paw Paw Street, 
Paw Paw, MI 49079 on the following dates: 

 

• January 28, 2026 (4th Wednesday) 

• February 25, 2026 (4th Wednesday) 

• March 25, 2026 (4th Wednesday) 

• April 22, 2026 (4th Wednesday) 

• May 27, 2026 (4th Wednesday) 

• June 24, 2026 (4th Wednesday) 

• July 22, 2026 (4th Wednesday) 

• August 26, 2026 (4th Wednesday) 

• September 23, 2026 (4th Wednesday) 

• October 28, 2026 (4th Wednesday) 

• November 18, 2026 (3rd Wednesday) 

• December 16, 2026 (3rd Wednesday) 

 

Public Participation & Accessibility Notice:  Meetings are open to the public in compliance 
with the Michigan Open Meetings Act. Van Buren County will provide reasonable auxiliary aids 
and services, such as sign language interpreters or audio recordings of printed materials, for 
individuals with disabilities upon request. Requests must be made at least four (4) business 
days before the meeting. 

For assistance or more information, contact the Van Buren County Community Services 
Department at (269) 657-8200 x1073. 

Meeting dates are subject to change based on scheduling needs or unforeseen circumstances. 
Any changes will be posted on the Van Buren County website and communicated as required. 



Van Buren County Planning Commission 
Revised Bylaws effective this 10th day of April, 2025, 

as approved by the Van Buren County Commission 
Article I – Name 

The name of this Commission shall be the Van Buren County Planning Commission, hereby referred to as the 
Commission. This Commission was created by resolution of the Van Buren County Board of Supervisors 
passed on August 12, 1968, in accordance with the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Act 33 of 2008, MCL 
125.3801 et seq. 

Article II – Object 

Section 1: The general purpose of the Commission is to plan for integrated county conservation and 
development to serve the needs and general welfare of the residents of this county in accordance with the 
Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Act 33 of 2008. The Commission also provides guidance and leadership on 
issues brought before it to enhance the community and county services. 

Section 2: The Commission shall have all the powers, authority, obligations, and duties conferred or 
imposed upon it by the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Act 33 of 2008, as amended. 

Article III – Members 

Section 1: The Commission shall consist of up to 11 9 members, with one member being a representative of 
the Van Buren County Board of Commissioners. Members will represent all geographical areas of the 
county and possess qualifications that benefit the Committee. 

Section 2: Members shall be appointed by the Van Buren County Board of Commissioners, with the 
Planning Commission providing recommendations prior to appointments being made. 

Section 3: The regular term of office shall be three years. Initial appointments shall be staggered to ensure 
continuity. In the event of a vacancy, the County Board of Commissioners will appoint a new member to 
complete the unexpired term. Members may be removed by the County Board of Commissioners for 
nonperformance of duty or misconduct, following due process. 

Section 4: Members may be re-appointed to the Commission. 

Section 5: Members of the Commission shall receive compensation and mileage as specified by the County 
Board of Commissioners. All members of the Commission shall be reimbursed for actual, reasonable, and 
necessary expenses incurred in the discharge of their duties. 

Section 6: Members of the Commission shall not simultaneously serve in any other public position that would 
constitute a conflict of interest or be considered incompatible under state law, including the Michigan 
Incompatible Public Offices Act (MCL 15.181 et seq.). 

Section 7: If any member fails to attend three (3) consecutive regularly scheduled meetings of the 
Commission, without approval of the chairperson, a vacancy shall exist and an appointment shall be made by 
the Board of Commissioners as soon as possible. 
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Article IV – Officers 

Section 1: The officers of the Planning Commission shall be elected by the members of the Commission at 
their regular annual meeting. If the election of officers is not held at such meeting, the election shall be held as 
soon thereafter as conveniently possible. 

Section 2: The Commission shall elect a Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson from its appointed members and 
shall appoint a Secretary and create and fill such other offices as it may determine necessary. 

Section 3: The Chairperson shall preside at all meetings, appoint committees as needed subject to 
the approval of the Planning Commission, and perform such duties as may be delegated by the Planning 
Commission. 

Section 4: The Chairperson shall be the official spokesperson for the Commission on policy matters. Section 5: 

The Vice-Chairperson shall preside in the absence of the Chairperson. 

Section 6: The Secretary of the Planning Commission shall be a designated Van Buren County staff person 
and may not be a voting member of the Commission. 

Section 7: The Chairperson shall appoint a nominating committee for the selection of officers at 
the December meeting. The recommendation of officers from that committee will be voted on at the 
regular annual meeting.  The Chairperson shall appoint a nominating committee for the selection of officers 
in advance of the regular annual meeting. The nominating committee shall present its recommendations at the 
regular annual meeting. Additional nominations may be made from the floor prior to the vote. 

Article V – Duties of Planning Commission Designated Staff 
 
The Planning Commission shall be supported by County staff designated to assist the Commission in carrying 
out its duties. 

Section 1: The Director Planning Commission designated staff shall be responsible for all technical 
studies, investigations, surveys, reports, and recommendations authorized or prepared on behalf of the 
Commission. 

Section 2: The Director Planning Commission designated staff shall report monthly on the status of planning 
issues handled by the office. 

Section 3: The Director Planning Commission designated staff shall maintain the records of the 
Commission’s actions, minutes, receipts, and disbursements. All official records shall be kept on file in the 
Community Services Office. 

Section 4: The Director Planning Commission designated staff shall prepare the annual budget for the 
Commission’s consideration and administer and maintain the budget as reviewed by the Planning 
Commission Chairperson and approved by the Commission. 

Section 5: The Director Planning Commission designated staff shall be responsible for the day-to-day conduct 
and administration of the Commission’s business and staff, including work assignments and other necessary 
administrative duties. 

Section 6: If the Commission makes disbursements from funds under its control, all checks, drafts, and orders 
for payment of money shall be handled by the Director or other designee Planning Commission designated 
staff with prior review and approval by the Commission. 
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Article VI – Meetings 

Section 1: Regular meetings shall be held on the 4th Wednesday of each month, commencing at a regular 
time set at the annual meeting. November and December meetings shall be held on the 3rd Wednesday of the 
month and shall be convened at a time set at the annual meeting or as set by the Chairperson. 

Section 2: The regular annual meeting shall take place in January or as set by the Chairperson. 

Section 3: Special meetings may be called by the Chair or Vice-Chairperson, or by three or more members of 
the Commission, at such time and place as deemed necessary after proper notice. Notices of special 
meetings, together with an agenda and purpose, shall be given to members not later than 24 hours preceding 
such meeting. 

Section 4: All meetings for the taking of official action shall be open to the public. The Commission may meet 
in executive session upon affirmative vote of a majority of a quorum. 

Section 5: A majority of the members in office constitutes a quorum for the transaction of business. A majority 
vote of the members present at a meeting shall constitute the action of the Commission, unless a larger majority 
is required by statute or elsewhere in these bylaws. 

Article VII – Executive Committee Roles and Authority 

Section 1: The Executive Committee of the Planning Commission shall consist of the Chairperson, Vice-
Chairperson, and Secretary. The Executive Committee shall not take action on matters requiring a public 
hearing or formal vote of the full Planning Commission unless such authority has been expressly delegated. 
The Executive Committee is authorized to act on behalf of the full Planning Commission between regular 
meetings in matters that are: 

 
• Administrative in nature; 

• Time-sensitive and necessary to continue the orderly conduct of Planning Commission business; 

• Previously authorized by resolution of the full Planning Commission. 
 

Section 2: The Executive Committee shall not make final decisions or enter into any contract, agreement, or 
conveyance that binds the County, unless such authority has been expressly delegated by the County Board of 
Commissioners. 

Section 3: Any actions taken by the Executive Committee shall be reported to the full Planning Commission 
at the next regular meeting and included in the official minutes. 

Article VIII – Committees 

Standing and special committees shall be authorized by the Commission and appointed by the Chairperson as 
necessary, subject to the approval of the Commission. 

Article IX – Parliamentary Authority 

The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern this 
Commission in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these bylaws 
and any special rules of order that the Commission may adopt. 

Article X – Amendments 
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Section 1: Recommendations for changes to these bylaws can be made at any regular meeting by a majority 
vote of the members of the Planning Commission, provided the proposed changes have been read at a preceding 
meeting. 

Section 2: The County Board of Commissioners must approve all amendments to these bylaws. 

























Van Buren County, Michigan 
 

COMMUNITY PARK, RECREATION, OPEN SPACE, 
AND GREENWAY PLAN 

2026 —2030 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recommended by the Van Buren County Parks and Recreation Commission ___________ 
Adopted by the Van Buren County Board of Commissioners  _______________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Van Buren Parks and Recreation Commission prepared this plan with assistance from the 

Southwest Michigan Planning Commission 
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