
Regular Village Council Meeting January 21, 2025 

G. Simpson, T. Rankin, R. Empson, T. Fisher, B. Strong, J. Crawford, T. Dickerson 

I. Roll Call- All Here 
 

II. Public Comments- S. Strong “I have a comment. I listened to someone taken and share that 
there have been words spoken from board members of the Blueberry growers. Took and 
didn't take and pay their capacity fee. And. That is completely incorrect. They paid on time, 
every dime, just. As prescribed in the same manner as everybody else.” 

 
III. December Expenses 

General Fund- $53,324.21     Major Streets-$2,395.86              
Sewer Fund - $6,100.00     Local Streets-$2,250.00          

Approval of the consent agenda, December expense and Regular Meeting minutes.   
Montion by G. Simpson, second by J. Crawford. Roll call- Yes. Motion carried.  
 
IV. Communications 

1. Parks and Recreation updates on playground improvements  
Summarized key topics discussed:  

• Mulch Purchase – Approved $4,850 for mulch to cover the new playground 
section and ensure at least four inches of coverage throughout. 

• Playground Improvements – Approved $2,000 for upgrades, including new seats, 
concrete work, and relocating the swing set. 

• Campground Registration Updates – Approved the envelope and tag design, 
with the change that payments will be cash only due to issues with bad checks. 
A second lockbox will be installed on the township side for daily registration 
checks. 

• Visitation Rule Change – Adjusted from five and sixty (exact clarification 
needed). 

 
V. Committee reports 

a. President- Monthly Update- 

• Plowing & Transfer Station: Spent time plowing and assisting Kurt and Roy. The 
transfer station's design is problematic, leaving behind ice and mud due to sand 
instead of gravel. Discussed potential fixes with Dr. Matt, though the cost falls on 
them. 

• North Kalamazoo Road Project: 

-Pre-construction meeting with police, Ben Brink, and MDOT. 

-400–500 yards of millings available. 

-Project starts in August; road closure for about two weeks during storm drain 

work. 

-Local access maintained except in deep excavation areas. 

-New curbs, gutters, and sidewalks on two streets. 

• Gravel & Road Maintenance: 

-170 yards of gravel from the township due to last spring’s water flow issue. 

-Plans to spread millings to prevent washout near the sewer plant. 

-Additional rock and grading needed for washed-out areas in the spring. 

• Office Relocation: 

-Moved to the old police office for privacy and space. 

-Jenelle has a key to leave notes and mail. 

-More comfortable for residents discussing bills or taxes. 

-Future administration can change it back if desired. 

 
 



b. Treasurer- Account balances attached. J. Crawford- We do not have to have 5 accounts, it 
can all be in one account, but there has to be a separate ledger. R. Empson said Jenelle 
and her would be setting up a cash flow sheets for each account.  
 

c. Clerk- Fleis & Vanderbrink Invoices- Total $14,896.50 all for N. Van Buren LAP Design. 
Invoices were voted on several months ago to pay. 

 
d. Grant oversight- Home Depot is a matching grant, it’s $1,000 per employee donation. 

Looking into Kubota grant as well as John Deere for lawn mower. 
 

e. Budget- Posting for upcoming Public Budget meeting, in 3 places. 
f. Parks 

1. Haven Park 
2. Depot- Laraway Bid/ Estimate? $18,000.00- Update Need a contract or something 

that can be signed for responsibilities. Montion by T. Dickerson, second by B. Strong. 
Roll- all yes. Motion carried.  

 
g. Sewer 

1. Sewer fund transfer for Debt Retirement from Sewer to Bond & Interest account. 
Montion by B. Strong, second by T. Rankin. Roll- all yes. Motion carried.  

2. Sewer Update Summary: 

• Computer Upgrade: 
-Working with Roy Nismer for system upgrades. 
-Proposed Dell OptiPlex 3000 business desktop (32GB RAM, 1TB storage, Intel 
i5) for $900 plus setup. 
-Need to determine costs for software upgrade to 32-bit Windows 11 before 
proceeding. 
-Past estimates for a new system were $24,000, including a $5,000 custom-built 
computer. 
-Council needs to decide whether to pursue a local-only system or one that 
allows remote access. 

• Sewer System & Maintenance: 
-Kurt is learning quickly, reducing the need for outside help from Shane (now 
once a week instead of three). 
-Power washed last month during a warm spell. 

• East and West ponds are being lowered; recent rainfall slowed progress, but 
levels are improving. 
-Regular inspections (three times a week) are on track, with no violations. 
-Received positive feedback from Matt on system performance. 

  3. T. Fisher will be creating a newsletter to add in with sewer bills. 
 

h. Streets Update- Street & Sidewalk Planning Update: Five-Year Street Plan: 
-Working with Gail and Tom to prioritize road improvements. 

• Top priorities for this year: 

- Rummy Street – Ground up 2–3 years ago, aiming to have it paved this year. 

- Oak Street – Runs from Rummy to the Pavilion, also a main focus for paving. 

- Additional streets planned for future years. 

• Sidewalk Maintenance: 

- Sidewalk evaluations will begin once snow clears. 

- Several spots in town have heaved sidewalks that may need repair. 

- Boys who cleared the sidewalk by the store last year will be doing so again, 

ensuring access for pedestrians. 

• Progress is underway, with road and sidewalk improvements planned based on 

accessibility and necessity. 

 



 
i. Ordinance- Update- Camper Ordinance. Read over Bangor current Camper Ordinance to 

modify to fit the Village of Bloomindale. Will be added to next month’s agenda.  
 

VI. Old Business 
1. Miss Bloomindale Queen Photo return. B. Strong will be contacting mother of 

Bloomingdale Queen to get photos. Village will be purchasing selves to place photos in. 
 

VII. New Business 
1. New committee changes, copy provided.  
2. Letter from New Attorney on a trial basis. Montion by B. Strong, second by T. Rankin. 

Roll- all yes. Motion carried. 
3. New Parks and Rec Reps- T. Dickerson and B. Strong 
4. Are any Council Members interested in being the new person in charge of handling the 

Dept? (Dealing with the contents inside of it.) Joining T. Dickerson- T. Fisher and G. 
Simpson. 
 

IIX.         Public Comments 
• Curtis Dickerson's appeal regarding sewer connection fee. 
• Debate on ordinance interpretation and dwelling unit definitions. 
• Fence variance will be added to next month’s agenda. 
• Sewer Hook-up 302 Chestnut Street-  

 
VIII. Adjournment- 9:07pm motion by J. Crawford, second by T. Dickerson, Roll- all yes. Montion 

carried. 
 

 



Regular Village Council Meeting February 18th, 2025 

J. Crawford, T. Rankin, G. Simpson, T. Dickerson, T. Fisher, R. Empson, B. Strong 

I. Roll Call- All Here 
 

II. Public Comments: 
1. Handout from David DiStefano in packet- review at your leisure. 
2. The Bloomingdale Area Historical Association is organizing an Easter egg hunt on April 

19th. They are requesting a $100 donation from the village board, as was given last year, 
to help cover expenses. Last year’s event was a success, and the children had a great 
time. Montion by T. Rankin second by T. Fisher to donate $100 toward the Easter Egg 
hunt. Roll- Yes. Montion carried. 
 

III. January Expenses 
General Fund- $20,741.67     Major Streets-$17,162.80              
Sewer Fund - $6,217.45     Local Streets-$2,315.59  
      

Approval of the consent agenda, January expenses and Regular Meeting minutes.   
Montion to approve by G. Simpson, second by T. Dickerson. Roll- Yes. Montion carried. 
 
IV. Communications: 

1. Parks and Recreation: 
a. Funding Requests 

• Village Contribution: $3,500 (Included in budget) 

• Township Request: $15,000 
b.  Key Budget Adjustments 

• Eliminated trash removal (saves ~$1,200) – Using township dumpster instead. 

• Mowing budget reduced from $7,800 to $9,000 (pending final costs). 

• Increased Park management costs due to oversight duties. 

• Security reduced to $640 (includes potential camera purchase) 

• Repair & maintenance reduced to $200 (major upgrades completed). 

• $7,000 allocated for park improvements (new swing set, accessibility upgrades). 

• Total budget reduced from $28,500 to $22,400. 
c. Financial Overview 

• Current savings: $13,000 

• After spring upgrades: $6,000 (maintaining reserve for emergencies). 
d. Trash & Maintenance Updates 

• Dumpster removed to prevent misuse. 

• New barrels for Little League games & picnics. 

• Daily trash removal managed manually. 
e. Revenue Collection System 

• Camp fees collected in a new secure box for verification before deposit. 

• Township manages all park funds, with oversight from Mel & Jenelle. 
Motion by B. Strong to approve $3,500 village contribution, second by T. Fisher. Roll- Yes. Motion carried. 
 

V. Committee Reports: 
a. President Monthly Update: 

• The library contract is finalized with no major changes. They will use the rack in this 
room temporarily and clear the back hallway. A request to install a TV was approved, 
with their maintenance person handling it. 

• Budget considerations include painting the interior, as it hasn’t been done in over 20 
years. Cleaning concerns were discussed, and a trial period for an enhanced cleaning 
schedule was proposed. The cleaner will deep clean on Tuesdays and maintain 
bathrooms on Fridays, with a monthly deep clean for floors, grout, and windows. A 



revised contract with increased costs is under review, with a one-month trial 
suggested before long-term commitment. A commercial vacuum purchase was also 
recommended for better cleaning results. 

• Carpet cleaning estimates were obtained—$157 for the township hall and $265 for 
the library. The board will review whether to proceed now or wait until spring. 
Concerns about waste disposal from carpet cleaning were raised, ensuring proper 
handling. 

• Decisions on cleaning improvements and expenditures are pending further discussion 
and approval. 

• Several properties, including 110 South May St., 215 South Monroe St., and 222 
South Van Buren St., have received stop work orders due to ongoing construction. 
The discussion covered details about these locations, confirming their addresses and 
potential issues related to the construction activities. 

• The discussion covered road maintenance, sewer operations, and financial 
management. Snow and ice removal efforts have been effective, despite equipment 
issues that were promptly repaired. Sewer system operations are stable, with ongoing 
testing and maintenance. A request was made to extend sewer services to a 10-acre 
property for future development, with concerns about costs and potential benefits to 
the village. Financial transparency was a key topic, with a request for a detailed 
breakdown of sewer fund allocations, expenditures, and balances to ensure 
compliance with ordinances. The team agreed to review financial records and provide 
more clarity in the next meeting. 
 

b. Treasurer- Attached  
 

c. Clerk: 
1.  Southwestern Michigan Dust Control $4,000.00- Brine 

Montion T. Dickerson second by G. Simpson to pay Southwest Michigan Dust Control invoice. Roll- Yes. 
Montion carried. 

2. Budget Amendments 2024-2025: 
a. Village Park: Increase to $6,095.00. Over budgeted by $1,580.28 
b. Haven Park: Increase to $6,000.00. Increase $7,500.00 Over budget by 

$5,835.70 
Motion by T. Fisher to increase Haven Park budget, second by T. Rankin. Roll- Yes. Motion carried. 

c. Equipment/Main: Increase to $7,800.00. Over budget by $2,625.32 
Motion by T. Rankin to increase equipment/main budget, second by G. Simpson. Roll- Yes. Motion 
carried. 
 

d. Grant oversight: 
a. The discussion covers progress on grant applications for various equipment and 

infrastructure projects. One grant is nearly complete for sidewalk and cement work 
under the front deck. Efforts are ongoing to secure funding for a Kubota. 
Additionally, a grant application for a John Deere is in progress, along with one for 
the National Historic Association. 

 
e. Budget: Motion made by T. Fisher to pass the 2025-2026 budget, second by R. Empson. 

Roll- yes Motion carried. 
 

f. Parks: 
1. Haven Park- 
2. Depot- Permit Requirement: A structural engineer and geo-structural survey are 

needed for depot work. 
a. Geo Structure Engineering- Motion by T. Dickerson to approved up to $3,069 

from Soils and Structures, second by G. Simpson. Roll-yes. Motion carried. 

• Alternative hand-auger test discussed but deemed risky. 



b. Structural Engineering- Motion by T. Dickson to approved Neil Sifik’s 
proposal for up to $3,600 for foundation design and stamped plans, second 
by T. Rankin. Roll-yes. Motion carried. 

• Concerns: Potential soil issues, undocumented past foundation work, and 
risk of uncovering contamination. 

 
g. Sewer- None 

 
h. Streets-None 
 
i. Ordinance- Camp Ordinance discussion/modifications 

• Ordinance Coverage: Existing ordinances (1700-17059) adequately address 
concerns—focus should be on enforcement. 

• Proposed Changes: Shift violations to civil infractions with tiered fines: 
o 1st offense: $250 
o 2nd offense: $500 
o 3rd offense: $750 

• Next Steps: 
o Prepare changes for a vote. 
o Publish in the newspaper for 90 days. 

• Enforcement Actions: 
o Officer provided with seven key ordinances, reviewed and 

highlighted for clarity. 
 

VI. Old Business: 
1. Library Contract Vote. 

• Previous Votes: Contract has been approved multiple times with no major 

changes. 

• Key Adjustments: 

o Library is not be covered under our insurance. 

o Back area will remain clear. 

o Notice period extended from 30 days to 90 days for issue resolution. 

• Reason for Change: 

o 30 days was insufficient due to board meeting schedules and 

contractor bid timelines. 

• Final Decision: 

o All members expressed comfort with signing for the third and final 

time. 

o Goal is to finalize and move forward as soon as possible. 

 
 

VII. New Business: 
1. Deputy Clerk- Robin Empson. Motion by T. Rankin, second by T. Dickerson. Roll- Yes, R. 

Empson abstained. Motion carried. 
2. Deputy Treasurer- Breanna Crawford. Has not been changed. 
3. Fence variance- John and Wendy Miner. 

• Resident seeking a 2-foot variance to add lattice on top of an existing 6-foot 

fence, making it 8 feet tall. 

• Reason: Privacy concerns due to neighboring property being on higher ground. 

Discussion: 

o Fence is in a low spot between two houses. 

o Addition requires both a variance approval and a small building permit. 

o Council must approve the variance before proceeding. 



Decision: 

• Motion by G. Simpson second by R. Empson. Roll- yes. Motion carried. 

• Next steps: Resident will work with Randall to finalize the permit process. 

 
 

IIX.         Public Comments: 
1. Appeal Hearing & FOIA Request 

• Resident submitted a formal appeal request to the Bloomingdale Sewer Board. 
• Also submitted a FOIA request for public village documents. 
• Response will be provided via email or at the cost per page for physical copies. 

2. Community Service Program 
• Discussion on utilizing individuals with community service requirements for 

village projects. 
• Concerns: 

o Must vet participants carefully (e.g., no sex offenders). 
o Need proper documentation of hours worked. 

• Potential benefits: 
o Support for sidewalk cleaning, park maintenance, and village projects. 
o High school students may also participate to fulfill service hour 

requirements. 
3. Formal Appeal Hearing Scheduling 

• Date: Tuesday, 25th (evening session). 
• Purpose: Resident presents appeal case, board listens and deliberates. 
• Private meeting for board discussion only 

 
VIII. Adjournment- Montion by T. Dickerson second by T. Rankin to adjourn at 8:28pm. Roll- yes. 

Motion carried. 



Regular Village Council Meeting Minutes March 18th, 2025 

R. Empson, T. Dickerson, T. Rankin, G. Simpson, J. Crawford, B. Strong, T. Fisher 

I. Roll Call- All Present 
 

II. Public Comments 
1. Township meeting scheduled for tomorrow night at 6:00 PM, which is an open meeting. Everyone is 

encouraged to attend. Additionally, there are multiple meetings planned: 

a. 6:00 PM – Annual or budget meeting 

b. 6:30 PM – Another meeting 

c. 7:00 PM – Regular meeting 

 
III. February Expenses 

General Fund- $23,102.46    Major Streets-$32,703.09  
Sewer Fund - $8,116.16    Local Streets-$4,000.00  
      

Approval of the consent agenda, February expenses and Regular Meeting minutes. 
T. Dickerson requested a correction to the meeting minutes:  
• The mowing budget was increased from $7,800 to $9,000, not reduced. 
• A bid from Shane Morris has not been received yet, and the cost is expected to be higher. 
• Under "Communications" in Parks and Directs, should be corrected to "Melissa" instead of 

"Jenelle." 
Motion to approved minutes with these corrections made by T. Dickerson, supported by T. Rankin. Roll call- yes. 
Motion carried. 
   

IV. Communications: 
1. David DiStefano addressed the meeting to provide updates and maintain communication with the 

community. 

Key points from his update: 

• County Highlights: A monthly highlight sheet is available on the county website, and residents 

can subscribe to receive notifications. 

• Broadband Update: A contractor defaulted on an installation project in Lawrence Township, 

delaying broadband expansion there by 9-12 months. 

• Housing Development: The county hired a liaison to work with AmeriCorps Community 

Redevelopment to address housing shortages. 

• Hartford Kayak Launch: A property donation was approved, allowing the county to move 

forward with a new launch site on the Paw Paw River. 

• Municipal Tax Loan: The county took out a $7.5 million loan to ensure timely distribution of tax 

revenue to municipalities, repaying it as tax payments come in. 

D. DiStefano expressed his commitment to attending meetings regularly and keeping the community 

informed. (attachment). 

 
2. Parks and Recreation 

• Trespassing Incident: Trucks and a camper broke through the gate, got stuck, and caused $500 in 
damage. Police were called, and the vehicles were removed by Sunday.  

• Repairs: Free dirt will be used to fix damage; a frozen hydrant needs replacing; the swing set is 
being repainted and reinstalled.  

• Campground Delay: Due to wet conditions, the April 1st opening may be postponed 
 
 
 



 
V. Committee Reports: 

a. President Monthly Update 

• Village Property Market Analysis: A real estate market analysis was provided for review. 
Discussion and a decision on how to proceed will be added to next month’s agenda. Selling the 
property could help pay off the sewer debt. 

• Maintenance & Equipment Updates:  
o Purchased a new power washer attachment ($680) to improve cleaning efficiency and 

reduce physical strain. 
o Front door opener was broken but was quickly repaired using spare parts, saving 

taxpayer money. 

• Ordinance & Cleanup Efforts:  
o The ordinance officer was updated on reported concerns. 
o A cleanup effort filled 1.75 dumpsters with waste. 
o Ongoing complaints about a property north of town were addressed, with plans to take 

further action before it worsens. 

• Future Preparations: Extra door closers were stored for future repairs. 
b. Treasurer: 

1. Account balances attached. 
2. Combine accounts together expect Bond and Interest 

• Discussion on reducing five accounts to two for better financial management.  

• New Structure:  

o Bond & Interest Redemption Account (for automatic withdrawals) 

o General Sewer Account (with separate ledgers with different sub-categories) 

Motion by T. Fisher, supported by G. Simpson to combine accounts. Roll call- yes. Motion carried. 

c. Clerk: 
1.  Southwestern Michigan Dust Control $3,625.00- Brine 

Motion by T. Rankin, supported by G. Simpson to pay invoice. Roll call-yes. Motion carried. 
2. Direct Deposits for paychecks 

• Proposal to implement direct deposit for payroll, especially for weekly paychecks (Kurt & Roy).  

• Option remains for employees who prefer paper checks. 
Motion by T. Rankin, supported by T. Fisher to implement direct deposit. Roll call- yes. Motion carried. 

• Plan to implement online sewer bill payment for residents, with an email link for convenience. 
d. Grant oversight 

• Grant oversight update: The Kubota grant is almost finished, due in two weeks. A beautification 
grant (Make America Beautiful) is available for up to $10,000, but it's not a match grant. 
Discussion on potential uses like improving parks and fixing fencing. Also, looking for road and 
water project grants, though one water grant was discarded as it didn't apply to the area. 

e. Budget 

• The first month’s budget is on track. Worked with Jenelle and Melissa to ensure bank balances 
match the books, which hadn't been done in a while. Melissa’s excellent record-keeping and 
teamwork with Jenelle ensured everything is accurate and spot on. 

f. Parks: 
1. Haven Park- 
2. Depot- 

• The geo-structural survey for the depot has been received and reviewed. It indicates the 
bottom of the footing is solid, with some seasonal water on top that should evaporate. No 
major issues found. A meeting is scheduled for Friday at 2:30 to discuss further, and the 
bill for the survey can be paid as previously approved. 

 
 
 



g. Sewer 

• Pumping Start: Next week, planned for at least two weeks to lower water levels.  

• Delays: Pumping delayed due to lab closure this week.  

• Water Levels: Ponds filling quickly from snowmelt and rain.  

• PH Levels: Stable between 7.5 and 7.7, no issues expected.  

• Pump System: Set to prevent exceeding daily limit of 200,000 gallons, avoiding last year's 
problems. 

h. Streets 

• Meeting Next Month: Discuss sidewalk damage and street repairs.  

• Roy and Curt's Findings: Identified areas needing attention and plan to present a five-year 
plan.  

• Road Work: Starting this year with grading assistance from Kurt.  

• Bank to North Village Limit: Road improvements with new gravel and asphalt millings for 
better drainage.  

• Township Contribution: $4,500 for gravel to help offset costs.  

• Long-Term Improvements: Focus on the sewer plant and pond areas. 
i. Ordinance- Enforcement  

• Ordinance Enforcement Review: The town is reviewing its enforcement procedures, where 
residents must be notified of violations by either personal visits or registered letters before 
an officer is involved.  

• Preference for Letters: It's agreed that sending registered letters first is less confrontational 
than sending an officer.  

• Targeted Violations: Violations identified include yard debris and junk cars, with letters 
already drafted for these issues.  

• Property Owner Notification: Letters will be sent to property owners, not renters, using tax 
records to identify the correct recipient. 

 Ordinance Concerns: Some ordinances have been rescinded but remain in the book.  
o Ordinances starting with "25" are rescinded, but still present.  
o Ordinances related to plumbing, mechanical, and heating inspections should be 

removed. 
o These should be listed as "rescinded" in the appendix. 

 Action Needed: Review and remove obsolete ordinances, and note rescinded ones in the 
appendix.  

o A vote is needed to officially rescind other ordinances. 
o Legal Process: No 90-day wait after publishing to enforce ordinances. 

 Ordinance Committee: Create a list of ordinances to be reviewed and provide to the committee. 

 Legal Advice: It's costly to work with a lawyer, but they can ensure compliance, especially for 
older laws from the '60s, '70s, and '90s. 

VI Old Business-None 
VII. New Business: 
1. Ordinance change for hired employee wage change 

• Discussion on updating the 2008 compensation ordinance for removing treasurer/clerk 
provisions.  

• Motion made to remove outdated wage provisions and rewrite the ordinance.  

• Salaries for president and council should be set by resolution for flexibility. 
Motion by G. Simpson, supported by R. Empson to update ordinance to remove hired employees from ordinance, Roll 
call- yes. Motion carried. 

2. Ordinance 25.100 Revenues chart and Ordinance 25.150 Revenues chart and Bond payments 

• Bond Payments: Payments made until 2024; remaining until 2039. Plans to pay off bonds using 
property sale proceeds.  

• Rate Considerations: Avoid immediate rate cuts due to future system maintenance costs.  



• System Extension: Focus on land development to grow tax base, but village won’t pay for sewer 
extensions outside limits.  

• Future Plans: Consider annexation and development to improve infrastructure and tax revenue. 
 

IIX.         Public Comments 

• A Kzoo Swift representative visited, seeking to place a bike parts vending machine in a sheltered location 
with electricity, with the grocery store or depot park suggested as potential spots. 

• Curtis Dickerson submitted a Freedom of Information Act request for meeting minutes and transcripts 
from the February 25th Board of Appeals session, including the closed executive session, and also 
presented his claim of appeal with the 36th Circuit Court, requiring a response within two weeks. 

3. Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn made by T. Rankin, supported by G. Simpson.  
Adjourned at 8:09pm 



Regular Village Council Meeting Minutes April 15, 2025 

B. Strong, J. Crawford, T. Rankin, T. Fisher, T. Dickerson, R. Empson- Present 

 

I. Roll Call-G. Simpson Absent 
 

II. Public Comments: 

• Kurtis Dickerson, on behalf of Neighbors for Public Oversight, announced a volunteer 
audit of Bloomingdale’s sewer finances. The goal is to support the Village by 
identifying record gaps and ordinance compliance issues. He’ll submit written 
questions to promote transparency and collaboration. 

• David DiStefano reported applying for $3M in federal funding toward a new $9M 
911 facility. State support is growing for mini nuclear reactors and Midwest Energy 
may take over a stalled broadband project in Lawrence. A $90K contract with WMU 
for medical examiner services was renewed, though response time concerns are 
being reviewed. At the MAC conference, road funding delays and potential mileage 
taxes for EVs were discussed. A petition to eliminate property taxes—without 
replacement funding for schools—is gaining attention. The commissioner will bring 
more printed reports to future meetings. 
 

III. March Expenses 
General Fund-$13,805.52   Major Streets-$10,290.61  
Sewer Fund -$13,377.74   Local Streets-$7,269.12  

Approval of the consent agenda, March expenses and Regular Meeting minutes.   

• Montion by R. Empson, second by T. Rankin. Roll-Yes. Montion carried. 
 
IV. Communications: 

1. Parks and Recreation: 

• Playground renovations at the park are complete, and the swing set is ready. The 
campground will open by the end of the week. A Shady Brook Facebook page was 
created to help manage online listings and provide a reference site. There’s a 
pending $3,500 payment for parts. Clarification is needed on when funds must be 
transferred, per the bylaws. 

 
V. Committee Reports: 

a. President Monthly Update 
1. Discuss MML Village Law Books Rules and Guidelines 

• Committee members received updated MML (Michigan Municipal League) 
handbooks and were encouraged to read them, as they reflect current Michigan law 
more accurately than AI. Each person gets a personal copy and can highlight as 
needed. 

2. Make Council corrections from last election 
 

b. Treasurer: 
1. Hire accounting to merge QuickBooks accounts. 

• The Village is working to streamline its QuickBooks system, which currently involves 
seven separate accounts that aren't syncing properly, causing reporting issues. The 
goal is to consolidate general, major, and local street funds under one account with 
subcategories while keeping sewer and bond accounts separate. An auditor’s office 
will assist after tax season, estimating the cleanup will cost under $2,000. 

 Motion by R. Empson, second by T. Fisher. Roll- Yes. Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 



c. Clerk: 
1. Schuitmaker Moraitis Law Office Invoice $1,280.00. 

 Montion by B. Strong, second by T. Fisher. Roll- Yes. Montion carried. 
2. Estimate for Or-Tec Sales $4,855.00 

• The current operator confirmed the machine is functioning properly and only needs 
a brush replacement soon. The council agreed the upgrades are unnecessary at this 
time, and no action will be taken. 

 
d. Grant oversight: 

• The spray grant oversight was completed, and the Kubota grant has been submitted, 
as confirmed by Gail via message. 

 
e. Budget-: 

• The first month’s numbers look good. A spreadsheet will be used to track monthly 
data and make adjustments as needed. 
 

f. Parks: 
1. Haven Park: 

• No permit is needed to use the pavilion or gazebo at Haven Park. Users just call to 
reserve a time, and their name is added to the calendar. The park remains public, so 
others may still be present. For larger events, some families arrange extra Porta 
Johns at their own expense. 

2. Depot: 

• Randall received the depot permit application and plans but hasn’t completed his 
review. The Village needs to plan the bid process for concrete work and create a 
work schedule due to new engineer requirements. Miss Dig will be contacted, and 
sewer/well line locations are being researched. The depot is being cleared out, with 
some items moved to Baja and others awaiting storage. There are concerns about 
protecting stored items, and the stained-glass window will remain in place. More 
coordination and secure storage are still needed. 

 
g. Sewer: 

• Sewer operations are in the third week of pumping and will likely continue another 
week. The goal is to lower both ponds as much as possible before May 1, when 
summer discharge limits for solids take effect, though daily flow limits remain 
unchanged. 

 
h. Streets: 

• The Streets Committee has not met yet, but the DPW workers are maintaining 
Rumry Street in the meantime. Work on North Van Buren is expected to start around 
August. The state will be reconstructing sections, including combining stormwater 
drains near School Road to avoid future roadwork. 

 
i. Ordinance: 

1. Changes to Anti-Blight (20.251) to be civil infractions. 

• $100 for the first offense, $250 for the second, and $500 for the third. Each violation 
includes a 10-day grace period for compliance. If cleaned up and the issue reoccurs 
later, the process restarts rather than continuing as a repeat offense. A synopsis of 
the changes will be published as required. Although the manufactured home 
ordinance was not listed on the agenda, it was discussed and included in the vote. A 
synopsis of the changes will be published as required. 

 Montion by T. Rankin, second by R. Empson. Roll- yes. Montion carried. 

• A follow-up was raised regarding last month’s approved motion to update ordinance 
§12.051 by removing language about hired employees and their pay under office 
compensation. The change is still in progress and will be finalized and published. 

 
 



 
 
 

VI. Old Business: None 
 

VII. New Business: 
1. Permission for President to consult with legal counsel. 

• The Village President is allowed to consult legal counsel as needed, up to three 
hours per issue without additional board approval. Legal services are billed hourly at 
a reduced municipal rate of $200/hour. Anything beyond three hours would require 
board approval. This aligns with a prior policy allowing the President to spend up to 
$3,000 without board consent. 

 Montion by T. Rankin, second by R. Empson. Roll- yes. Montion carried. 
2. A request was received from Mr. Dickerson to continue mowing the field west of 

the sewer ponds, as he has done for years. He maintains the area well at no cost, 
removing brush and clearing access. He will provide notice so staff can unlock the 
gates—no keys will be issued. 

 Montion by T. Rankin, second by T. Fisher. Roll-yes. Montion carried. 
3. A council member had removed a box of village records from the document room 

about a month ago. The records were confirmed returned and are now back in 
the office. There was some initial confusion about the number of boxes, but it 
was clarified that only one box was taken and returned. 

4. A proof of mailing was received regarding the sewer hookup appeal. The Village 
attorney is handling the matter. 

5. G. Simpson requested that the Village Council receive a copy of the Parks 
Commission bylaws to review and vote on next month. Both the Village and 
Township should vote, as the Parks Commission is not a separate entity and the 
Village owns the property. A copy of the most recent bylaws will be provided for 
the next meeting. 

6. A $300 training specific to Michigan treasurers was recommended and supported 
by the council. It covers key government accounting topics and is widely attended 
across the state. MML training options for clerks, treasurers, and trustees were 
also mentioned as alternatives or additions. The council agreed both the clerk 
and treasurer would benefit from training. 

 Montion by T. Rankin, second by T. Fisher. Roll-yes. Montion carried. 
7. The council discussed updating the PACER road rating study, which assesses road 

conditions. The county offered to perform the study for $371.79. Though some 
questioned its value, others noted it helps identify road priorities and may 
influence funding. 

 Montion by T. Fisher, second by T. Rankin. Roll-yes. Montion carried. 
8. Cleaning staff member- provided an updated schedule: she’ll clean common 

areas on Tuesdays and deep clean offices and bathrooms on Thursdays, handling 
all trash both days to avoid working during open hours. This method has worked 
well elsewhere. The council is still accepting bids for cleaning services but has not 
received any yet. 

9. Lisa Vanderbreen shared information on potential grants for water, wastewater, 
and road improvements. A meeting is planned to discuss these further. The 
school is also coordinating construction near Willow Spring and requested sewer 
line maps; Miss Dig will be contacted and a meeting arranged to assist. 

10. 2025 Bloomingdale October Fest for September 19–20 at Augustus Haven Park, 
including street closures on parts of Spring and Oak Streets. 

 Montion by B. Strong, second by T. Rankin. Roll-yes. Montion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 



IIX.         Public Comments: 

• A Village resident requested permission to maintain the garden area and purchase 
bricks to finish the gazebo walkway. Up to $250 for the project. Additional work 
around the gazebo base may be done if time and energy allow. Support for water 
access and assistance was offered as needed. 

 Montion by T. Rankin, second by T. Fisher. Roll-yes. Montion carried. 

• Emily from the Van Buren Conservation District shared updates on current programs: 

o Reforestation: Over 15,000 native tree seedlings were distributed. 

o Food, Farm & Fun Guide: A free local resource listing parks, trails, and 

businesses is available, with Bloomingdale-area farms featured. 

o Invasive Species Program: Seasonal teams are surveying and treating areas 

for species like Hydrilla, knotweed, and phragmites. 

o Recycling Events: Three free county-wide collection events are scheduled—

June 7 (Paw Paw), August (South Haven), and October (Lawrence). Items like 

chemicals, electronics, and tires will be accepted. 

o Needs Assessment Survey: A quick 10-minute online survey is open through 

May to help the district prioritize local conservation efforts. 

o Kayak Launches: New public-access launches are being developed in South 

Haven and Hartford through grant funding. 

o All information and resources are available on their website. 

• May 10 is still the Village's free dump day. While the pass system is being 

discontinued, any previously issued passes will still be honored. 

• Village resident members expressed appreciation for the Village's two employees, 

praising their dedication and the noticeable impact of their cleanup efforts around 

town, especially along roads and trails. 

• Village resident members expressed concern over a recent race event that used 

public and store parking without permission or using the designated trail lot. No 

prior notice was given to the council this year, unlike in the past. The lack of 

coordination caused congestion and safety issues, prompting calls for better 

communication and signage in the future. 

• A representative from Neighbors for Public Oversight shared that they are 

developing a website for the Village to help with grant eligibility, as lack of an official 

site was previously cited as a barrier. They've also secured a domain and one year of 

hosting, and offered to train Village staff and transfer full control. A draft site will be 

ready by the next meeting for council review. 

• Township Supervisor-M. Ashbrook 

Council and township members discussed several items: 

o PACER Road Ratings: The decision to proceed was praised for removing bias 

from road improvement decisions. 

o Treasurer Training: The township expressed interest in partnering on costs 

for the treasurer’s upcoming training. It was suggested the township could 

cover one attendee while the village covers the other. 

o Dump Passes: The township confirmed the discontinuation of dump passes, 

except those issued for blight with a police signature. They’re working to 

streamline the process due to high costs. 

o Hiring Needs: They’re seeking a new worker for the transfer station and a 

cleaner for the shared building. This cost would be split between the village, 

township, and library. Bids are still being accepted. 

o Shared Services: Efforts are ongoing to streamline billing and fairly divide 

shared costs like cleaning, plowing, and trash services. 

 
VIII. Adjournment at 8:20pm. Montion by T. Rankin, second by J. Crawford.  



Regular Village Council Meeting Minutes May 20th, 2025 7pm 
J. Crawford, G. Simpson, B. Strong, T. Dickerson, T. Rankin, T. Fisher, R. Empson 

 

I. Roll Call- All Present 
 

II. Public Comments: A resident requested that speakers project their voices more clearly, noting difficulty 
hearing both council and audience members. 
 

III. March Expenses 
General Fund-$20,271.25   Major Streets-$790.00  
Sewer Fund -$4750.78   Local Streets-$0.00  
 
Amendments to the Agenda: 

• Motion made and supported to amend the agenda. Items added include: 
o Old Business: 

-Fleis & VandenBrink MDOT LAP Construction Engineering Services – Resolution to approve 
construction match of $8,025.43 (to be billed monthly after project start). 

o Rescind previous approvals and add to agenda: 
-Melissa’s training payment 
-Road PACER rating study payment 

o New Business: 
-Building Inspector follow-up 

o Ordinance: 
-Dumpster regulation discussion 

Vote: 
• Amended agenda approved unanimously by voice roll call.      
Approval of the consent agenda, April expenses and Regular Meeting minutes. 
Montion by T. Rankin, supported by B. Strong. Roll- yes. Motion carried. 
 

IV. Communications: 
1. Commissioner’s Report – Highlights (attached) 

-A Strategic Fund Transfer was created to support urgent department expenses, separate from 
the Capital Improvement Fund. 
-The courthouse is being cleaned for the first time in 125 years; the administration building is 
getting new siding and windows. 
-Residents can sign up for county email alerts for closures and board updates. 
-New county directories were delivered to the council. 

2. Parks and Recreation 
-Campground brought in $210 in the first month; Boy Scout reservation canceled due to weather. 

-Baseball is active with overflow parking concerns; a 3-day tournament is upcoming. 

-Crosswalk signage and police presence suggested for safety near the fields. 

-Playground is popular and praised as the best between Oshtemo and South Haven. 

-Bylaws for Parks & Rec are available; copies to be provided. 
 

V. Committee Reports: 
a. President Monthly Update 

1. Vote on Sale of 116 acres and have an Appointee to accept bids on Village behalf. 
- The council moved to facilitate the sale of 116 acres of unused village land, originally 

purchased with sewer revenues and no longer needed for expansion. The sale is intended to 

help pay off sewer bonds and reduce future rate increases. Mark Kuzinger will collect bids for 

council review only. Motion by J. Crawford, supported by B. Strong. Roll Call Vote: Yes – 

Crawford, Empson, Rankin, Fisher, Strong, Simpson No – Dickerson Motion Carried. 
 

2. Rick Roe to address Council--Vote on a resolution for the School Property Subdivision future 
tie in and hook-up fees. 

- Resolution 2025-02 



The council approved a resolution allowing future sewer hookup for a 12-acre parcel 

purchased by the school for potential housing development. The school will install sewer pipe 

under CR 388 during repaving to avoid future road cuts, with no immediate hookup or cost to 

the Village. Roll Call Vote: Yes – Crawford, Dickerson, Empson, Rankin, Fisher, Strong, Simpson 

Motion Carried Unanimously. Resolution 2025-01 Attached 

b. Treasurer: 
1. Letter from Treasurer: 

- The treasurer requested a salary increase due to added responsibilities and lack of 
adjustment over the past 15 years. Council members acknowledged the efforts of both the 
treasurer and clerk. A motion to increase their compensation was made but tabled due to 
concerns over lack of notice and comparable wage data. The issue will be revisited at the next 
meeting. 

 
c. Clerk: 

1. Schuitmaker Moraitis Law Office Invoice $2,380.00  
- Motion by T. Rankin supported by T. Fisher. Roll- yes. Motion carried. 

2. Fleis & Vanderbrink Invoice $1,105.40 
-Motion by T. Rankin supported by G. Simpson. Roll-yes. Motion carried. 

3. 2025 L-4029 Tax Rate Request 
- Council approved the required tax rate form (L-4029) as presented. Due to timing, no 
changes could be made this year. A reminder will be set for earlier action next year. 
Montion by G. Simpson supported by T. Rankin. Roll-yes. Motion carried. 

 
d. Grant oversight- None 

 
e. Budget- None 

 
f. Parks: 

1. Haven Park- 
2. Depot: 

- The council reviewed draft bid invitations for depot foundation and excavation work. Bids 
will be standardized and include insurance requirements. Due to the item not being on the 
agenda, no vote was taken. Final versions will be presented next meeting, with bids to be 
published and shared publicly. Project completion is targeted before Octoberfest. 

 
g. Sewer: 

- Both sewer ponds were successfully pumped down. Due to rising pH levels and potential 
turnover, pumping was ended early. Ponds are now low, and clean-up is ongoing. No additional 
pumping is expected until July unless there’s heavy rain. 

 
h. Streets- None 

 
i. Ordinance: 

- Blight Concern – 520 N. Van Buren: Ongoing property neglect discussed. Options included 
providing a cleanup dumpster (court order needed to bill taxes), involving Child Protective 
Services due to minors on-site, and issuing another citation. Prior cleanup help was refused by 
the resident. 
 

VI. Old Business: 
1. Treasurer Training: Council approved payment for Melissa’s treasurer training. 

Motion by T. Rankin, supported by T. Dickerson. Roll-yes. Motion carried 
2. PASER Road Rating Study: Council approved funding for the county’s PASER road rating study. 

Motion by T. Dickerson, supported by T. Fisher. Roll-yes. Motion carried. 
 



VII. New Business: 
1. Parade Update: The Memorial Day parade is confirmed and advertised. Police will assist with 

road closures. The village truck will close the parade, and prizes will be awarded for best 
decorated bikes. Little League and a Taps player are participating. Sound setup and logistics are 
being coordinated. Future leadership may transition to a new volunteer next year. 

2. Fleis & VandenBrink MDOT LAP Construction Engineering Services –Resolution 2025-01: 
Council approved a resolution for the $80,025.43 village match toward the Fleis & VandenBrink 
road project. Costs will be billed as work progresses. Montion by B. Strong, supported by T. 
Rankin. Roll-yes. Motion Carried. Resolution attached. 

3. Building Inspector: The current inspector will leave the township in July but must remain for the 
depot project until it’s complete under the existing permit. No motion is needed. The Village will 
decide whether to follow the township in selecting a new inspector or hire separately. Two 
candidates are under township review. 

 
IIX.  Public Comments: 

- A resident asked about a skipped agenda item on the November election; the council clarified it was a 
placeholder with no action needed. 
- It was suggested to reinstate a line item for adding agenda amendments. Council agreed, and the 
agenda will be formatted differently next month. 

 
VIII. Adjournment: Montion by T. Dickerson supported by J. Crawford. Adjournment 8:15pm 



Village of Bloomingdale – Special Council Meeting Minutes 
Date: June 2nd 2025 

Time: 7:00pm 
Location: Bloomingdale Township Hall 

T. Dickerson, T. Rankin, J. Crawford, G. Simpson, T. Fisher, B. Strong, R. Empson 
Roll Call: All Present 

1. Approval of MDOT Contract No. 25-5236 – North Van Buren Street Improvements 

Background: 

The Village of Bloomingdale is set to begin infrastructure improvements on North Van Buren 

Street from Pine Street northerly to the village limits. These improvements will be funded 

through a combination of Federal Surface Transportation Funds and State TED (Category D) 

Funds administered through the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT). 

Project Identifiers: 

• Control Section: STL 80000 
• Job Number: 216338CON 
• Project Number: 25A0542 
• CFDA No. 20.205 (Highway Research, Planning & Construction) 
• Contract No. 25-5236 
• Total Estimated Project Cost: $537,200 
• Village Share: $80,025.43 

 
Action Requested: 

Adopt Resolution No. 2025-03 approving and authorizing the execution of MDOT Contract No. 

25-5236 and authorizing the Village President and Village Clerk to sign all necessary documents. 

• Motion by G. Simpson, second by B. Strong. Roll- Yes, Montion carried.  

 

2. Authorization for Village President to Sign Documents Related to Sewer Property Sale 

Background: 

The Village owns approximately 116 acres of land associated with the sewer system. The Council 

previously discussed the potential sale of this property. 

Action Requested: 

Grant permission for the Village President to sign all documents necessary for listing and selling 

the 116 acres of Village sewer land. 

• Motion by T. Rankin, second by G. Simpson.  
Roll: 
Yes- T. Rankin, J. Crawford, G. Simpson, T. Fisher, B. Strong, R. Empson 
No- T. Dickerson 
Montion Carried 6-1 
 



Regular Village Council Meeting Minutes June 17th, 2025 
T. Rankin, T. Dickerson, J. Crawford, B. Strong, T. Fisher, R. Empson, G. Simpson 

1. Roll Call- All present. 
 
2. Public Comment 
 
3. May Expenses 
 General Fund-$45,312.10 Major Streets-$0.00 
 Sewer Fund-$2,237.91 Local Streets-$0.00 
 
4. Approval of Agenda / Amendments to the Agenda 

• Correction to previous meeting minutes: 
Under Ordinance – Blight, the address listed as 525 should be corrected to 520. 

• Addition to Clerk’s Report: 
Include the MML invoice for the policy premium. 

• Add Letter from Village Attorney under President’s Monthly Report. 
• Add Proper Procedure for Burning Trash under President’s Monthly Report. 

o Motion by T. Dickerson, supported by T. Fisher, to amend the agenda and previous 
meeting minutes. Roll-Yes. Motion carried. 

 
5. Approval of May 20th, 2025, Regular Meeting and Special Meeting June 2nd, 2025, Minutes  

o Motion by G. Simpson, supported by T. Fisher, to approve meeting minutes. Roll- Yes. 
Motion carried. 

 
6. Communication: 

• Commissioner’s Report- Commissioner provided a report covering county-level updates, 
including courthouse improvements, parks millage renewal, health department updates, 
and local recycling events. - Document provided. 

• Mark Kruzinga-Land Bids- Three offers for Village-owned land were received and 
distributed at the meeting. 

• Parks and Recreation- Quiet month with one call to dispatch that did not escalate. 
Approximately $300 was collected in recent campground fees. Last visitors were from 
Oregon. 
 

7. Reports on Village Officials 
• President’s Monthly Report 

o Officer Turner issued a citation for trash accumulation and warned a resident about 
illegal trash burning. Future violations will result in a ticket and fire department 
response. Only paper, cardboard, and yard waste may be burned; trash (e.g., plastic, 
diapers) is prohibited. 

o All Northern Van Buren project paperwork is submitted; bid posting expected soon. 
o A certified letter will be sent regarding sewer fees owed: $44/month since October, 

$2,750 connection fee, and attorney fees. 
o DPW will begin sidewalk and tree trimming work; President will assist with 

inspection. Sewer pond pumping is scheduled. Power washing is underway. 
o New DPW truck bed installation is scheduled for July 16 in Grand Rapids. 

 
 
 
 
 



Regular Village Council Meeting Minutes June 17th, 2025 
T. Rankin, T. Dickerson, J. Crawford, B. Strong, T. Fisher, R. Empson, G. Simpson 

• Treasurer’s Report- Document provided. 
 

• Clerk’s Report 
1. Siegfried Crandall PC- Audit Services $14,000.00 

o Motion by B. Strong, supported by G. Simpson. Motion carried unanimously. 
2. Paw Paw Lab- April 2025 $2,145.00 

o Motion by G. Simpson, supported by R. Empson. Motion carried unanimously. 
3. MML Policy Premium (July 1, 2025 – July 1, 2026) – $1,890 

o Motion by B. Strong, supported by T. Rankin. Motion carried unanimously. 
4. Sewer- Paperless billing and online bill pay options: Clerk proposed offering optional 
online bill pay and paperless billing for sewer accounts to reduce workload and meet 
resident demand. Payments would be processed through QuickBooks, with a 2.9% + 
$0.25 fee, either absorbed by the Village or paid by the resident. 

o Motion by J. Crawford, supported by G. Simpson. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

• Grant Oversight: No updates have been received from Kubota, suggesting the grant may 
no longer be under consideration. Council discussed exploring other opportunities and 
suggested reaching out to the school (Rick) for help improving the Village’s grant writing. 
 

• Budget-None 
 

• Parks 
1. Haven Park- None 
2. Depot- No bids were received by the deadline for the Parks cement project. One 

contractor expressed interest but did not submit in time. Council agreed to 
extend the bid deadline to Tuesday, July 15 at 7:00 PM. The bid invitation will be 
modified with the new deadline and reposted to the Village website and The 
Reminder if submitted in time. 

o Motion by R. Empson, supported by G. Simpson, to extend the bid deadline to 
July 15 at 7:00 PM. Roll call vote: All members present voted “yes.” Motion 
carried. 

 

• Sewer- One influent pump at the Headworks building will need replacement soon, and 
an effluent pump will need to be ordered. A more efficient, cost-effective model is being 
considered and will be added to next month’s agenda. 
 

• Streets- DPW will begin patching, including a problem area on Willow Street. Pumping 
may resume next month to stay ahead of capacity needs. Property at 102 P St (Old 
Tillman House): Owner has been notified the structure must be demolished by August 1 
to avoid interfering with the upcoming road project. He was advised to check with the 
Village about necessary demolition permits. 

 

• Ordinance- Old Head Start Building: Concerns were raised about the open door and 
unsecured power box. The property appears abandoned after being gutted by prior land 
contract buyers. The Village will contact the building inspector and check property 
records to confirm ownership and request that the building be secured. 

 

8. Unfinished Business 
• Vote on Village Treasurer and Clerk Salaries- Supporting documents. 

o Motion by T. Rankin, supported by R. Empson. Roll Call Vote: Yes: Rankin, 
Crawford, Fisher, Emson No: Dickerson, Strong, Simpson Motion carried: 4–3 
 



Regular Village Council Meeting Minutes June 17th, 2025 
T. Rankin, T. Dickerson, J. Crawford, B. Strong, T. Fisher, R. Empson, G. Simpson 

 
 

Additional discussion included: 
 Installing lockable mailboxes outside the office to provide Saturday access to 

meeting packets for Council members. 
 Improving contract documentation for appointed officials (Clerk and Treasurer), 

currently in progress. 
• Vote on accepting or rejecting offers on Village land. - Council reviewed three sealed 

cash offers for Village-owned land. Two offers included escalation clauses: 
 Offer 1: $505,100 – no contingencies 
 Offer 2: $450,000 with escalation up to $550,000 – included a contingency for 

easement access around the sewer plant 
 Offer 3: $539,000 with escalation up to $552,000 – no contingencies 

After discussion, a motion to accept the highest bid of $552,000 failed in a tie vote (3 
yes, 3 no, 1 abstention). Concerns were raised regarding sewer plant access and 
transparency in the bidding process. Council agreed to reopen bidding with the following 
conditions: Special Meeting scheduled for June 26 at 6:00 PM. Only sealed bids will be 
accepted. All offers must be final – no further negotiation or escalation allowed after 
submission. The highest and best offer will be selected that night 

o Motion by J. Crawford, supported by G. Simpson, to hold a special meeting on 
June 26 at 6:00 PM to accept final sealed bids. Roll call vote: All members present 
voted “yes.” Motion carried unanimously. 

• Bids on Depot- Discussed in Parks. 
 

9. New Business 
• DPW Contract- A formal contract and job description are being drafted for Curt. A draft 

will be presented at the next meeting. 
• Cleaning Service Bid- Council reviewed three cleaning bids for the shared 

Village/Township building. Kristen Williams and Mel Kelly had been cleaning temporarily. 
o Motion by T. Dickerson, supported by R. Empson to approved to hire Willie's 

Cleaning for twice-weekly service at $150/week. Motion passed unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

 Cleaning includes deep cleaning of restrooms, kitchen, library, and common 
areas. 

 is a shared expense with the Township, which will vote separately. 
 Painting projects were postponed and will be reconsidered in next year’s 

budget. 
• Discussion on Potential Annexation of Bloomingdale School Property- Council briefly 

revisited prior conversations regarding potential annexation of school property, with 
concerns about high millage rates. Item was tabled for further research and legal 
clarification. 

• Update and Discussion on 520 N Van Buren- Officer Tarner was provided paperwork and 
instructed to issue a citation. The property has been without utilities for over a week. 
Enforcement is underway. 

 
 
 



Regular Village Council Meeting Minutes June 17th, 2025 
T. Rankin, T. Dickerson, J. Crawford, B. Strong, T. Fisher, R. Empson, G. Simpson 

• Discussion on Sewer Pond Building Roof – Request for New Bids: Council agreed to 
reopen bids for repairs to the sewer pond building roof. The previous contractor was 
delayed due to health issues and did not provide proof of insurance. New invitation to 
bid will include requirements for insurance and specify installing steel roofing over 
furring strips. 

o Motion by T. Rankin, supported by T. Fisher, to reopen bids for the sewer pond 
roof project. Roll call vote: All members present voted “yes.” Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 

10. Public Comment (Final Call) 
• Blight Enforcement: Council explained civil infraction process and legal limitations in 

addressing property cleanup. 
• Noise Complaints: Resident raised concerns about loud music from school events. 

Council confirmed a noise ordinance exists and will share it with the school. 
• Food Trucks: Concerns raised over food trucks blocking parking near local businesses. 

Council noted permission was granted for the season; alternative locations may be 
considered in the future. 

 
11. Adjournment- 8:48pm 

o Motion by G. Simpson, supported by R. Empson. Roll-yes. Motion carried. 



VILLAGE OF BLOOMINGDALE 
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday, June 26, 2025 

T. Dickerson, T. Rankin, J. Crawford, G Simpson, R. Empson, T. Fisher 

1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call- B. Strong Absent. 

3. Acceptance of Final Sealed Bids 

• Review and discussion of bids received 

• Montion (s) regarding bid acceptance 

Montion by J. Crawford, supported by G. Simpson to accept bid #2 ($600,000) offer. 

Roll call vote: 

• Yes: Crawford, Simpson, Empson, Fisher 

• No: Dickerson, Rankin 

• Motion passed 4–2 

4. Public Comment (limited to agenda item only) 

5. Adjournment- 6:22pm 

 



Regular Village Council Meeting Minutes July 15th, 2025 
T. Dickerson, B. Strong, J. Crawford, T. Rankin, T. Fisher, R. Empson 

 

 

1. Roll Call- G. Simpson Absent 

 

2. Public Comment: 

• Nuisance Property- (520 N. Van Buren) A resident raised ongoing concerns about 

neighbor property, citing excessive garbage causing odor and health concerns. Despite 

multiple police visits and two tickets issued, cleanup has not occurred. A court order is 

required for further action, which may take months. Officials confirmed continued 

efforts, including health department contact and photo documentation. The situation is 

being monitored closely, but legal and procedural delays limit immediate resolution. 

 

3. June Expenses 

 General Fund-$31,312.17 Major Streets-$4,077.60 

 Sewer Fund-$11,904.87 Local Streets-$3,620.66 

 

4. Approval of current Agenda / Amendments to the current Agenda 

• Added: Final audit bill from Siegfried Crandall ($1,250) 

• Under Ordinances: 102 W. Pine communication 

• Under Public Comment:  

o Request for more garbage cans during food truck events or for trucks to provide 

their own 

• Under Depot: 

o Michigan Gas invoice: $2,154.46 for meter disconnection and line retreat 

o Authorization requested for utility coordination 

o Three board wall bids and one secondary bid to be reviewed 

 

5. Approval of June 17th, 2025, Regular Meeting and Special Meeting June 26th 2025, 

Minutes  

o Montion by T. Rankin, supported by R. Empson. Roll-All yes. Motion carried. 

 

6. Communication: 

• Van Buren County Commissioner- (attached) read at your leisure. 

• Parks and Recreation  

o Fourth of July event ran smoothly with high turnout. All attendees, including 

homeless individuals, followed rules and paid. 

o Village bylaws contribution of $3,500 is due July 15 to Melissa. 

 

7. Reports on Village Officials 

• President’s Monthly Report:  

o President reported a quiet month. 

o  Sidewalk edging and tree trimming ongoing; patching work delayed due to truck 

issues. 

 

• Treasurer’s Report: (attached) 

 

 

 

 



Regular Village Council Meeting Minutes July 15th, 2025 
T. Dickerson, B. Strong, J. Crawford, T. Rankin, T. Fisher, R. Empson 

 

• Clerk’s Report: 

o Final audit bill from Siegfried Crandall, includes ACT 51, F-65 ($1,250).  

▪ Montion by R. Empson, supported by T. Rankin. Roll- All yes. Motion carried. 

 

• Grant Oversight: None 

 

• Budget: 

o Quarterly budget numbers look good overall. A few line items may need 

adjustment, but final review will occur at the six-month mark during a budget 

meeting. 

 

• Parks 

1. Haven Park 

2. Depot: 

o Excavation (Remington): Bid $3,604 to remove material under depot and 

backfill with sand. Board approved. Authorization letter to be issued so contractor 

can proceed. 

o Gas Service: Michigan Gas invoice $2,154.46 to disconnect meter and pull line 

back 10' for excavation safety (includes future re-set in same location).  

▪ Montion by T. Dickerson, supported by B. Strong. Roll- all yes. Motion carried. 

o Foundation/Wall Work: Multiple bids reviewed. Board accepted comprehensive 

bid from Van Loo Poured Walls (includes footing, walls, floor, related work) at 

~$38,598, noting project will exceed the $40,000 depot budget by ~$8,800 but 

sufficient savings are available. Board prefers single contractor to avoid 

coordination gaps. 

▪ Montion by T. Dickerson, supported by B. Strong. Roll- all yes. Montion carried. 

o Utilities Update: Fiber optic removed at no cost; water disconnected; sewer 

connection status unknown (may be septic); existing well located just over 

property line. 

• Sewer: None 

 

• Streets 

o Address street concern over school renovations: 

▪ Heavy truck traffic from the school project has damaged village streets. A meeting 

is being scheduled to address concerns and determine responsibility for repairs. 

 

• Ordinance: 

o 102 W. Pine: Condemned property; owner unresponsive despite promises to 

demolish. Board recommends issuing a blight notice and involving a building 

inspector. If the Village demolishes it, costs will be placed as a lien on the 

property. 

o Building Inspector: Randall Aldrich is no longer active. Village will coordinate 

with the township’s new inspector. 

o Historic Designation: Proposal to seek Certified Local Government (CLG) status 

for grant eligibility. Board to review potential benefits and restrictions before 

proceeding. 

 

8. Unfinished Business 

 

9. New Business 

• Resolution- Sewer Bond early payoff in full before September 1, 2025: 



Regular Village Council Meeting Minutes July 15th, 2025 
T. Dickerson, B. Strong, J. Crawford, T. Rankin, T. Fisher, R. Empson 
 

o Board approved early payoff of the $411,000 USDA sewer bond using sewer 

revenue funds, saving $46,000 annually and ending audit requirements.  

▪ Motion by R. Empson, supported by T. Rankin. Montion passed with one 

no vote. 

• Request from Oktoberfest Committee for $500.00 donation: 

o Montion by B. Strong, supported by T. Dickerson. Roll-All yes. Montion carried. 

 

10. Public Comment (Final Call): 

• More garbage cans needed during food truck events; vendors should help with cleanup. 

• Parking issues noted due to overcrowding; consider relocating or spacing out trucks. 

• Area near the caboose needs cleanup; plans made to move debris to DPW site within 

regulations. 

• North Van Buren Street project start pending; expected soon. 

11. Adjournment 

• Meeting adjourned at 8:10pm 



Regular Village Council Meeting Agenda August 19th, 2025 
B. Strong, J. Crawford, T. Fisher, R. Empson, T. Dickerson, G. Simpson, T. Rankin 

 
1. Roll Call- All present. 
 
2. Public Comment  

• Request to add transfer station fence gate discussion under President’s report. 

3. July Expenses 
 General Fund-$18,918.52 Major Streets-$ 
 Sewer Fund-$407,701.25 Local Streets-$ 
 
4. Approval of current Agenda OR Amendments to the current Agenda 

• Add under “President” Transfer station gate 

• Add under “Clerk” Oudbier invoice $2,015.71 

• Add under “Ordinance” Policy update/change requested. 

• Add under “Parks” Badgers request for Christmas trees. 
o Montion by R. Empson, seconded by G. Simpson. Roll-Yes. Motion Carried. 

 
5. Approval of July 15th, 2025, Regular Meeting 

o Montion by T. Rankin, seconded by T. Fisher. Roll-Yes. Motion Carried. 
 
6. Communication: 

• Van Buren County Commissioner- attached. 

• Parks and Recreation 
▪ Budget is on track with sufficient funds for year-end and next year’s startup; 

sales slightly down due to hot weather and fewer campers. 
▪ Sheriff was called regarding three unpaid campers; issue resolved after payment 

was made. 
▪ Playground usage has been low, likely due to the heat. 

 
7. Reports on Village Officials 

• President’s Monthly Report 
o Truck repair completed with new dump bed. 
o Sewer ponds pumped down; testing met summer requirements with no 

violations. 
o Working with school/engineers on Willow Street storm drain repairs; old sewer 

tank discovered and filled with concrete. 
o Staff commended for maintenance; additional weed spraying planned. 

o Transfer station Gate 
▪ Ongoing trespassing and illegal dumping after hours. 
▪ Discussion on installing gate/fencing (~$10,000), concerns with access and 

plowing. 
▪ Metal recycling program may help offset costs. 
▪ Cost estimates to be gathered and reviewed at next meeting. 

• Treasurer’s Report 
o BS&N Software and Services 

▪ Current tax payment software being discontinued; moving to BS&A. 
▪ No decision required at this meeting; further review planned when 

representative attends next meeting. 
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▪ Positive feedback shared from another municipality using BS&A support 
services. 

 

• Clerk’s Report 
o Total Energy System-$1,622.00 Montion by G. Simpson, seconded R. Empson. 

Roll-Yes. Motion Carried. 
o Fleis & Vandenbrink$2,237.43 Montion by G. Simpson, seconded B. Strong. Roll-

Yes. Moton Carried. 
o Oudbier Instructmental-$2,015.71 Montion by T. Rankin, seconded T. Fisher. Roll-

Yes. Motion Carried. 
 

• Grant Oversight 
o Village did not receive Kubota grant due to lack of available funding. 
o Copies of depot bills obtained for submission to Market One. 

 

• Budget 
o Depot project currently over budget; adjustments may be needed. 

 

• Parks 
1. Haven Park and Depot 
o Laraway project to begin first week of October, after Oktoberfest. 
o Volunteers scheduled Sept. 7 to remove remaining decks; may continue 

following weekend. 
o Fencing may be needed around exposed electrical areas during work. 
o Decks expected to be removed before Oktoberfest; no major impact anticipated. 
2. Badger- Order 10 six-foot Christmas trees, cost not to exceed $400. Motion by J. 

Crawford, seconded by B. Strong. Roll-Yes. Motion Carried. 
• Sewer 

o Blower service recommended; annual cost approx. $2,500–$3,000. 
o Storm drain at 202 E. Kalamazoo St. filling with sand; fabric filter option to be 

pursued. 

• School Sewer Project 
o School coordinating with Fleis & VandenBrink to place capped pipe under road 

prior to resurfacing. 
o Future connection planned to 8-inch force main; design accounts for potential 

new homes/development. 
o No immediate capacity concerns identified. 

 

• Streets 
o Update on Van Buren Street Project. 

▪ Van Buren St. project scheduled Sept. 2–Oct. 15; one lane to remain open 
for emergency vehicles and buses. 

▪ Residents to be notified of construction; garbage service to be 
maintained with early pickup accommodations. 

▪ Storm drain and manhole replacements planned during project. 

• Ordinance 
o Committee proposed policy to follow township/county ordinances when village 

lacks one. 
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o Concerns raised: village must follow state law, not adopt township ordinances; 

policy could be invalid. 
o Discussion on building setbacks, water runoff issues, and variance handling. 
o Consensus: village defaults to state law when no ordinance exists; no new policy 

needed. 
 

8. Unfinished Business 
 

9. New Business 
o Variance to move building back 10’-205 E. Kalamazoo Street 

▪ No variance needed, falls in the state minimum 
 

 

10. Public Comment (Final Call) 
o Facebook post 

▪ Concern raised about negative Facebook posts toward council; members 
emphasized commitment to serving the community and working in good 
faith. 

o Public Comment – Parks 
▪ Flag in Haven Park loose; repair needed. 
▪ Channel 3 featured Miss Bloomingdale in the park; positive coverage. 

o Public Comment – Nuisance/Code Enforcement 
▪ Concerns about rodents and garbage at 520 N. Van Buren 
▪ Trash and property maintenance violations noted; prior tickets issued, 

follow-up enforcement needed. 
 
11. Adjournment 

o Montion to adjourn by R. Empson, seconded by T. Fisher. Adjourned at 8:19pm 



Regular Village Council Meeting Agenda September 16th, 2025 
J. Crawford, T. Rankin, T. Fisher, T. Dickerson, B. Strong, R. Empson, G. Simpson 

 
1. Roll Call- All present 
 
2. Public Comment- None 
 
3. August Expenses 
 General Fund-$18,908.05 Major Streets-$8,181.00 
 Sewer Fund-$6,407.96 Local Streets-$1,102.65 
 
4. Approval of current Agenda OR Amendments to the current Agenda 

• An ordinance item was added under Ordinances. 
▪ Motion by G. Simpson, supported by T. Dickerson. Roll- Yes. Motion carried. 

 
5. Approval of August 19th, 2025, Regular Meeting Minutes 

▪ Motion by G. Simpson, supported by R. Empson. Roll-Yes. Motion carried. 
 
6. Communication: 

• Van Buren County Commissioner- packet attached. 

• Parks and Recreation 
o Discussion regarding picnic tables at Shady Brook. Request made to remove 

some tables from the pavilion while leaving three large tables in place for 
upcoming birthday parties. Tables marked with green paint are designated as 
Village property. 

 
7. Reports on Village Officials 

• President’s Monthly Report 
o No sewer pumping was needed this month; ponds are in good condition and 

routine maintenance was completed. The North Van Buren Street project is on 
schedule, with storm drains adjusted and curbs to be poured within two weeks. 
Milling, filling, and striping will follow, with curb work limited to corners only. 

 

• Treasurer’s Report 
o Account balances attached. 
▪ Summer tax collection closed with $111,785.36 collected: $62,535.56 to Operating, 

$25,010.98 to Major/Local Streets, $1,105.91 in admin fees, and $23,132.91 in 
delinquent sewer assessments. Additional settlement funds from the County are 
expected next spring. 

o BS&A Software and Services- Vote  
▪ Treasurer reported that Van Buren County will no longer host BS&A programs on its 

Citrix server, requiring municipalities to move to BS&A Cloud. A proposal for the 
Village’s Tax Module only was presented: $2,300 implementation plus $1,230 annual 
fee (total $3,530). 

• Motion by J. Crawford by designate Treasurer Melissa (administrator access), Deputy 
Treasurer (administrator access), and Village President (view-only access) for the 
BS&A Tax Module, supported by G. Simpson. Roll-yes. Motion carried. 
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• Clerk’s Report 
o MML Loss Control & Training 

Clerk reported on a meeting with Todd Weaver from MML Loss Control. Village has 
had no claims in the past four years except one, which will fall off next year. Board 
members are required to complete sexual harassment prevention training; 
certificates of completion will be placed in personnel files. Clerk will provide webinar 
lessons for those without prior certification. 

o Fleis & Vandenbrink- $4,091.58- Services 6/29/2025 to 7/26/2025 
▪ Motion by G. Simpson, supported by T. Rankin. Roll-yes. Motion carried. 
 

• Grant Oversight 
o Looking into one and they are accepting until March. 

 

• Budget 
o Council noted that budget amendments may be needed before March 1, with a budget 

meeting to be scheduled. At mid-year, finances are in good shape and no major 
imbalances were reported. 

 

• Parks 
▪ Haven Park 
▪ Depot 

o Community service crew removed the depot decks, with materials hauled to Rock Road. 
Snow fencing will be placed around the electrical box on the south side of the depot. 
Additional cleanup of leaves under the former deck area is still needed. Flags are 
displayed only for Memorial Day and removed by Labor Day. Drain materials for the 
depot area are on backorder but expected by Thursday. 

 

• Sewer-None 
 

• Streets 
o Repairs are planned for Willow Street to address a raised manhole before winter 

plowing. Kurt will coordinate with Nick on the work. A large hole at the opposite end of 
the street was also noted for repair. 

• Ordinance 
• The committee presented a proposed Bloomingdale Village Setback Ordinance, 

establishing minimum setback requirements (25’ front, 10’ side, 35’ rear), minimum site 
size, and penalties for violations. Discussion was held regarding definitions (main 
dwelling vs. detached structures), detached garage setbacks, and inclusion of wetlands 
provisions. Concerns were raised about conflicting standards with state/county 
regulations. 

o Council voted to table the ordinance for revisions, requesting a redlined draft with 
clarified definitions and adjustments for detached structures. Motion by B. Strong, 
supported by T. Dickerson to table. Roll-Yes. Motion carried. 

 

8. Unfinished Business- None 
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9. New Business 
o Hiring of a building inspector 
▪ Council discussed the need to appoint a building inspector. Motion by R. Empson, 

supported by B. Strong, to follow the township in utilizing the same building 
inspector and fee schedule. Roll: 6-1. Motion carried. 

o Contract with an HVAC company for services (filters/maintenance) 
▪ Council discussed options for HVAC maintenance and filter services. Clerk was 

directed to obtain three quotes for review before awarding a contract. Motion by 
G. Simpson supported by R. Empson. Roll- yes. Motion carried. 

 

10. Public Comment (Final Call) 
o Clarification provided on wetland definitions: vegetation, soil type, and water-holding 

capacity. 
o Oktoberfest will be held this weekend, with fireworks planned in the evening. 
o Township meeting scheduled for tomorrow will include recognition of two youth who 

assisted during a buggy accident. 
o Appreciation expressed to Clerk J. Ashbrook for office improvements and organization. 
o Noted that Tim Payne has stepped down as school representative on the commission; a 

replacement will be appointed. Kristen, Deputy Clerk, will also serve as township 
representative. 

11. Adjournment. 
o Meeting adjourned at 7:53. All in favor. 



Regular Village Council Meeting Agenda October 21st, 2025 

1. Roll Call- All present.

2. Public Comment- Moment of silence for Shirley Noble

3. September Expenses
General Fund-$24,462.42 Major Streets-$4,091.58 
Sewer Fund-$14,681.70 Local Streets-$0.00 

4. Approval of current Agenda OR Amendments to the current Agenda
Amendments proposed: 

o Add Sewer – Purchase of Ferric Acid under the Sewer section.
o Add Christmas Decorating and Parade for Haven Park under Parks.
o Add Halloween posting under the Clerk’s section

5. Approval of September 16th, 2025, Regular Meeting Minutes
o Montion by R. Empson, supported by G. Simpson. Roll-yes. Motion Carried.

6. Communication:

• Van Buren County Commissioner- attachment

• Parks and Recreation
o State Police confirmed $150 restitution from the Porta John incident. Current

sales total $1,190—just $10 short of the $1,200 projection, with two weeks
remaining.

7. Reports on Village Officials
• President’s Monthly Report

o North Van Buren Street Project: Driveway approaches have been paved;
remaining work includes drain adjustments, striping, and addressing three raised
curb drains. Awaiting response from the contractor for completion.

o Donation: Received a $1,000 donation from former residents for the
Bloomingdale Depot improvements. Acknowledgment and public recognition will
be arranged on behalf of the donor.

• Treasurer’s Report- attached.

• Clerk’s Report
o Response to “Editorial Report on Bloomingdale Land Sale

▪ With the President’s permission, the Clerk addressed recent reports by Mr. Kurtis
Dickerson regarding the Village land sale. Mr. Dickerson confirmed his report was
reviewed by a licensed attorney. The Clerk clarified that the Village’s official
response was reviewed by the President and Council members, based on verified
Village records. The Clerk noted the sale proceeds were deposited into the USDA
Bond & Interest account, then transferred to the Sewer Fund for payoff—
contrary to claims in the original report—and reaffirmed the Village’s
commitment to transparency and accurate public records.

▪ At the October 21st, 2025 regular meeting, Mr. Kurtis Dickerson stated that his
report had been reviewed by a licensed attorney and that he would provide
names. On October 23rd, 2025, Mr. Dickerson sent a written statement clarifying
that his report was not reviewed by a licensed attorney and was instead a
personal opinion piece based on FOIA materials.
The correspondence will be placed on file with the Clerk’s Office.
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o Fleis & Vandenbrink- $27,328.90 Services 7/27/2025 to 8/23/2025- N. Van Buren 
▪ Montion by B. Strong supported by G. Simpson. Roll-yes. Montion carried. 

o Remington Excavating- $1,440.00 Moving gravel pile & rough grading road 
▪ Montion by T. Dickerson supported by G. Simpson. Roll-yes. Montion carried 

 

• Grant Oversight 
▪ Information was sent over to MarketOne for depot grant follow-up. 

 

• Budget 
▪ Reviewed informally this month; full review to occur at quarter’s end. Finances 

are on track with no concerns at this time. 
 

• Parks 
▪ Haven Park 

o Haley Sirdell and volunteers will decorate Haven Park the day after 
Thanksgiving and hold the Christmas Parade on December 5 at 6:30 p.m. 
They requested up to $200 for replacement lights; receipts will be submitted 
to the Clerk. Power for decorations will be available from existing outlets in 
the park. Baja will provide hot chocolate at the pavilion during the parade, 
and the library will host a craft and pizza event beforehand. 
-Motion by T. Fisher, supported by B. Strong, to approve up to $200 for 
Christmas lights. Roll- yes. Motion carried. 

▪ Depot 
o Footings delayed to Thursday; wall forms expected next week. Building to 

remain unheated in winter but may need plumbing for future events. 
Purchased fence stakes to secure the area. 

o Sewer sleeve to be installed for future hookup; possible $400 scope later. 
 

• Sewer 
o Ferric acid levels are low at approximately 2.5 feet. Council discussed replenishing 

the supply, noting the last purchase cost about $12,000. Usage has decreased by 
about two feet since May 2024. 

 

• Streets 
o North Van Buren Street project is nearly complete. Remaining work includes minor 

scraping, cleanup, and addressing three raised manholes. Overall paving appears 
level and finished. 

 

• Ordinance 
o New Ordinance and Rescinding another Ordinance  
o Tom- Set Back Ordinance- In packet. 

▪ First reading held; no rescission acted on. 
▪ Amendment proposed: accessory structure setback = 5 ft (fire code alignment). 
▪ Clarify publication/effective date (15 vs. 30 days). 
▪ Discussion: 25-ft front setback (corner-lot impacts), whether basements count 

toward min. 1,280 sq ft, “one living structure per lot” (zoning implications), and 
wetlands buffer overlap with state/county rules. 

▪ Will return in November for revisions/action. 
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8. Unfinished Business 
o Contract with an HVAC company for services (filters/maintenance) 

▪ Reviewed quotes from Fields, Fleetwood’s, and Madon Mechanical (awaiting 
revision). Council compared pricing and maintenance coverage.  
-Motion by G. Simpson, supported by T. Fisher, to approve Fleetwood’s 
Heating & Cooling for quarterly HVAC and dehumidifier maintenance at $698 
annually. Roll-yes. Motion carried. 

 

9. New Business 
o FOIA and excess requests. 

▪ Council discussed the increasing volume and burden of FOIA requests. 
Proposal made to appoint a FOIA Coordinator to manage requests, determine 
scope, and delegate record collection to staff, reducing strain on the Clerk’s 
workload. Discussion included legal limits, record availability, and recovery of 
costs for excessive or historical requests. 

-Motion by J. Crawford, supported by G. Simpson, to designate R. Empson as the 
FOIA Coordinator to handle incoming requests. Roll-yes. Motion carried. 

o New Cleaning Service 
▪ Current cleaning service provided notice of termination. The Village and 

Township will begin seeking a new provider, with the Township and 
Library sharing costs. M. Ashbrook will coordinate outreach and 
advertising for bids. Discussion included insurance requirements and 
potential vendors. 

o Park Restoration- Need bids 
▪ Park restoration will extend into spring. Discussion held on excess soil 

removal from the Depot site—concerns noted about debris and possible 
contamination. A local resident, expressed interest in taking the fill for his 
property. Council agreed to determine transport costs and proceed only if 
resident covers full hauling expenses. 

o Roof over ferret tank 
▪ The roof over the ferric tank is in poor condition, with shingles missing for 

several years. Council will seek repair estimates; one member will contact 
a roofing company currently working on their home for a quote. 

o Enforcement Officer 
▪ Discussion held on contacting Michigan Township Services (MTS) for 

potential blight enforcement. MTS reported they are not accepting new 
clients for enforcement. 

o Attorney 
▪ Due to the current attorney running for state office, the Village will seek 

new legal representation. The President plans to meet with Michael 
Meyers’ firm in Grand Rapids, which previously drafted the Village’s sewer 
ordinance. The goal is to secure a larger municipal law firm with multiple 
attorneys experienced in litigation and municipal matters. Cost expected 
to be higher but justified for expanded expertise. 

o Parking along Cherry Street by school 
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10. Public Comment (Final Call) 
o Members noted that property cleanup and blight enforcement are also needed 

to attract builders. Additional comments were made about available asphalt 
millings for Village use. 

 

11. Adjournment 
 -Montion to adjourn at 8:49pm. Montion carried. 



























































































































Regular Village Council Meeting Agenda November 18th, 2025 
R. Empson, T. Dickerson, T. Rankin, T. Fisher, J. Crawford, G. Simpson, B. Strong 

 
1.   Roll Call- All Present 
 

2. Public Comment 
o Terry McCullough- Never on EMPTY Mobile Propane Exchange- Packet Include 

3.  Expenses 
 General Fund-$24,486.67 Major Streets-$27,328.90 
 Sewer Fund-$2,494.12 Local Streets-$270.00 
 

4. Approval of current Agenda OR Amendments to the current Agenda 
o Under President’s Items: Add “Vote on new Village attorney.” 
o Under New Business: Add payment to Joe Parma – $1,031.03. 
o Under Depot: Add discussion on dirt issue / estimated dirt costs. 
o Under Sewer: Add discussion to move money from the USDA debt retirement account. 

▪ Montion by G. Simpson, supported by T. Fisher. Roll-yes. Montion Carried. 
 

5. Approval of October 21st, 2025, Regular Meeting Minutes 
▪ Montion by R. Empson, supported by G. Simpson. Roll-yes. Montion Carried. 
 

6. Communication: 

• Van Buren County Commissioner- Packet Included. 

• Parks and Recreation 
 

7. Reports on Village Officials 
• President’s Monthly Report 

o North Van Buren Street Project- Reports on good progress on the project. The 
contractor will return the week of December 1 to finish all work except line painting, 
which will be completed in the spring. Fog lines and double yellow centerlines will be 
added to the village limits. Speaker 6 requested the Budget Committee consider 
funding additional striping on Van Buren Street next year. A flooding issue near 
Green Street is on the punch list and will require drain work. 

o Vote on new Village attorney- Council reviewed information for a proposed new 
attorney. The recommended firm charges $325/hour, which is $125 more than the 
Village’s previous attorney. Supporters emphasized frequent legal issues and the 
need for strong representation; others expressed concern about cost. It was noted 
the attorney offers municipal law trainings and previously authored the Village’s 
sewer ordinance. Reminder: Only the Village President (or Tony in the President’s 
absence) may contact legal counsel. 
▪ Montion by G. Simpson, supported by T. Fisher. Roll- Yes (6-1). Montion Carried. 

 

• Treasurer’s Report- attached. 
 

• Clerk’s Report 
o Fleis & Vandenbrink- N Van Buren Services 8/24/2025-9/27/2025: $24,268.33 

▪ Montion by B. Strong, supported by T. Dickerson. Roll-yes. Montion Carried. 
 

• Grant Oversight- reports that reimbursement documents will be submitted once the 
building is put back down. Placing it back down is expected after Thanksgiving. The 
Village will receive the $40,000 grant in two increments of $20,000 as funds are spent, 
though total project costs will exceed $40,000. 
 

• Budget- reports that the sewer account has been reviewed and clarified. Overall, the 
General Fund, Sewer, Local Streets, and Major Streets budgets are tracking as expected, 
with only a few follow-up items noted. 
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• Parks- Depot/Haven Park- Concrete work, insulation, and beam adjustments are still 
needed before the depot building can be set down; work will continue after 
Thanksgiving. A drain tile will be installed prior to backfilling. The contractor agreed to 
cover potential delay costs, and a back-charge will be issued to Laraway’s for electrical 
damage once an estimate is received. 
o Council discussed the $40,000 Marketplace Grant and prior budget allocations, with 

clarification that grant revenue was budgeted to offset project costs. Additional 
discussion covered eligible match items and how reimbursements will be calculated. 

o Depot- Excavated dirt from the depot site tested with elevated zinc levels and 
cannot be hauled off-site except to an approved landfill. The contractor advised 
placing one foot of sand in the excavation and reusing as much clay as possible for 
backfill. Remaining material must be disposed of at a landfill at an estimated cost of 
$10,000–$20,000. Pricing per yard is pending from the testing company. 

• Sewer- The sewer pond has been pumped down, and further pumping will occur in 
December. 
o Transfer $150,000 from USDA account to sewer checking. 

▪ Montion by B. Strong, supported by G. Simpson. Roll-yes. Montion Carried. 
 

• Streets- School Area No-Parking Signs-New No Parking signs were installed near the 
elementary school to address congestion and student safety. Police are monitoring the 
area and will ticket violators if necessary. 

 

• Ordinance 
o Village Of Bloomingdale- Building Site Ordinance- First Reading and Discussion. The 

proposed Bloomingdale Building Site and Setback Ordinance, outlining definitions, 
setback requirements, minimum building size, wetland restrictions, variance 
procedures, penalties, and effective date. Council discussion followed. Members 
clarified the ordinance would not affect existing homes and applies only within the 
Village. Concerns were raised about: 

 The 500-foot wetland setback 

 Whether portions of the ordinance constitute zoning, which requires 
compliance with the Michigan Planning & Zoning Enabling Acts 

 Whether the ordinance should be reviewed by the newly selected attorney 
before adoption. 

o A motion was made and seconded to table the ordinance and send it to the Village 
attorney for review. 

▪ Montion by B. Strong, supported by T, Rankin. Roll-yes. Montion Carried.  
 

8. Unfinished Business 
 

9. New Business 
o Steensma Estimates- DPW Plow Purchase-Council reviewed estimates for a new 9'6" 

steel V-plow for the F-550 to replace the current straight blade, improving safety and 
snow control. Cost is approximately $9,800 installed. Funds are available in the DPW 
repairs budget. 

▪ Montion by G. Simpson supported by B. Strong. Roll-yes. Montion Carried. 
o Building repairs- Municipal Building Repairs- Council reviewed needed repairs to the 

shared municipal building, including roof leaks, exterior caulk failure, cracked drywall, 
and fogged library window seals. Township will also review, and bids will be gathered; 
concern was noted about worsening damage with winter approaching. 

▪ Motion – Immediate Leak Repairs, by T. Rankin supported by G. Simpson. Roll-
yes. Montion Carried. Council approved spending up to $5,000 for urgent leak-
stopping measures prior to obtaining full repair bids. 
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o Drain Commission Invoice $1031.03 
▪ Montion by B. Strong supported by T. Fisher. Roll-yes. Montion Carried. 

 

10. Public Comment (Final Call) 
 

11. Adjournment 
▪ Montion by T. Dickerson supported by J. Crawford. Adjourned at 8:06pm 

 



Regular Village Council Meeting Agenda December 16th, 2025 
B. Strong, J. Crawford, T. Fisher, T. Rankin, G. Simpson, T. Dickerson, R. Empson 

 
1. Roll Call- All  

 

2. Public Comment- None 
 

3. September Expenses 
 General Fund-$30,566.07 Major Streets-$27,101.60 
 Sewer Fund-$14,030.01 Local Streets-$96.00 
 

4. Approval of current Agenda OR Amendments to the current Agenda 
The following items were added to the agenda: 
Ordinances- Ordinance 22.005 – Setback Ordinance 
Streets- Snow Removal 
Clerk- QuickBooks annual renewal in the amount of $2,210 (beginning of the year) 
New Business 

1. Michigan Association of Mayors membership 
2. DPW Sewer Operator wage increase 
3. Contaminated soil removal cost 
4. Consultation with attorney regarding sewer matters, including potential creation of a 

sewer authority 
5. Consultation with attorney regarding reclaiming storage room space 
6. Building Inspector item 

Montion by J. Crawford to make amendments to the current agenda, supported by R. 
Empson. Roll-Yes. Montion Carried. 
 

5. Approval of November 18th, 2025, Regular Meeting Minutes 
o Approval of the November 18, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes was considered. The 

minutes were not included in the meeting packet due to a printing/packet omission. 
After discussion, the Council agreed to table approval of the November 18, 2025 Regular 
Meeting Minutes until the next regular meeting when the minutes can be reviewed. No 
action was taken. 

 

6. Communication: 

• Van Buren County Commissioner 
o An update was provided on county and regional matters. The second Board of 

Commissioners meeting for the month was canceled, as all business was completed 
at the first meeting. 

o Updates were shared on opioid settlement grants, including funding awarded to Van 
Buren County Specialty Courts for participant transportation and housing support, 
and to the Intermediate School District for county-wide opioid and substance abuse 
education programming. 

o The Parks and Recreation Committee will meet on January 13 at 12:50 p.m. to review 
the master plan. 

o The 2024 Coroner’s Report was presented, noting a decrease in total deaths, 
suicides, and drug-related deaths, with no reported COVID-19 deaths during the 
period. 

o Additional updates were provided on Flowers Early Learning programs and on 
Palisades, including safety measures, staffing, spent fuel management, and ongoing 
monitoring efforts. Future updates will be provided. 

• Parks and Recreation-None 
 
 

 



Regular Village Council Meeting Agenda December 16th, 2025 
B. Strong, J. Crawford, T. Fisher, T. Rankin, G. Simpson, T. Dickerson, R. Empson 

7. Reports on Village Officials 
• President’s Monthly Report 

o The DPW reported significant snowfall, with staff occupied by snow plowing and 
pump and sewer operations. The new plow has been installed on the truck and is 
operating effectively, reducing reliance on the tractor. The road project north of 
town remains incomplete due to weather delays, including heavy snowfall on the 
scheduled work date. Construction signage and barrels remain in place and are 
under the control of the contractor or state; Village staff cannot legally remove or 
relocate them. The contractor will be notified regarding displaced or unsecured 
signs. 

 

• Treasurer’s Report- attached.  
- 

• Clerk’s Report 
o Fleis & Vandenbrink- N. Van Buren Service 9/28/2025-10/25/2025- $22,648.71 

▪ Montion by J. Crawford, supported by B. Strong. Roll-Yes. Montion Carried.  
o EGLE- Annual Permit Fee- $1,950.00 

▪ Montion by J. Crawford, supported by G. Simpson. Roll-Yes. Montion Carried.  
o Paw Paw Laboratory- $1,485.00 Maintenance 

▪ Montion by G. Simpson, supported by J. Crawford. Roll-Yes. Montion Carried. 
o QuickBooks annual renewal in the amount of $2,210 (beginning of the year) 

▪ Montion by J. Crawford, supported by T. Fisher. Roll-Yes. Montion Carried.  
 

• Grant Oversight 
o Market One confirmed receipt of required materials and indicated a 

reimbursement can be processed. A Market One event will be held February 12 
in Lawton (5:30–8:30 p.m.), and attendance by a Village representative was 
encouraged. Ongoing grant efforts were discussed, including a 50% matching 
reimbursement grant (up to approximately $45,000) and pursuit of additional 
funding for depot, sidewalk, and beautification projects. 

• Budget 
o Staff reported the budget is overall on track, with some expenditures coded 

outside original line items while funds remain available elsewhere. Further 
review with the Treasurer is planned to improve budget tracking for the next 
fiscal year. 

 

• Parks 
o The concrete work invoice was received and paid, with final costs $3,500 under 

estimate; remaining mortar work will be completed when weather allows. Soil 
testing showed slightly elevated zinc levels, and options for on-site mitigation are 
being reviewed with environmental agencies to avoid costly off-site disposal. 
Temporary safety and drainage concerns at the excavation site were noted. 

 

• Sewer-None 
 

• Streets 
o Council discussed ongoing snow removal and sidewalk obstruction issues, 

particularly where private plowing has pushed snow into roadways, intersections, 
and sidewalks, creating visibility and pedestrian safety concerns—especially for 
school children. Village staff have addressed several incidents, and continued 
violations may result in billing for Village cleanup efforts. It was also noted that a 
different snow removal company is operating this year, subcontracting much of 
the work, and staff hope the issues have now been resolved. 

 
 



Regular Village Council Meeting Agenda December 16th, 2025 
B. Strong, J. Crawford, T. Fisher, T. Rankin, G. Simpson, T. Dickerson, R. Empson 

• Ordinance 
o Council reviewed the proposed Building Setback Ordinance returned by the 

Village Attorney. Discussion identified issues requiring further clarification and 
revision, including ordinance numbering, terminology, and compliance with 
existing state and local regulations. 

o Action: By consensus, the ordinance was tabled for further revision and legal 
review before reconsideration at a future meeting. 

 

8. Unfinished Business-None 
 

9. New Business 
1. Michigan Association of Mayors membership 

o A letter regarding membership in the Michigan Association of Mayors was 
reviewed. The annual cost of membership is $120. Discussion was held regarding 
the potential benefits, including networking, workshops, information sharing, 
and access to resources. 

▪ Montion by T. Rankin, supported by T. Fisher. Roll-Yes. Montion Carried. 
2. DPW Sewer Operator wage increase 

o A motion was made and approved to grant Kurt Underwood a $1.00 per hour 
wage increase in recognition of his performance and service. 

▪ Montion by B. Strong, supported by T. Rankin. Roll-Yes. Montion Carried. 
3. Contaminated soil removal cost-Discussed in Parks. 
4. Consultation with attorney regarding sewer matters, including potential creation of a 

sewer authority 
o Council discussed initiating conversations with the Village Attorney regarding the 

potential creation of a separate sewer authority or sewer board to protect the 
sewer plant as an independent entity with separate governance and finances, 
particularly in the event of Village dissolution. It was noted that similar structures 
may have existed in the past, and prior documentation may be available for 
review. Action: By consensus, staff were authorized to begin discussions with the 
Village Attorney on this matter. 

5. Consultation with attorney regarding reclaiming storage room space 
o Council discussed the Village’s entitlement under a prior legal agreement to 

shared use of Municipal Center storage space and the request for access to a 
portion of the rear storage room for Village records. Ongoing records cleanup 
and legal storage requirements were noted, with additional space expected to 
become available. 

6. Building Inspector item 
o The Village President reported plans to work directly with the County Building 

Inspector to expedite inspections and potential tagging of unsafe structures. 
Several properties, including locations on Willow Street, North Van Buren Street, 
and Pine Street, were identified for review due to safety concerns and repeated 
police activity. 

 

10. Public Comment (Final Call) 
o Council expressed appreciation for DPW staff for road maintenance, snow 

removal, and park upkeep, and briefly discussed backup snow removal coverage. 
Park lighting was completed and well received, the Christmas parade had a 
strong turnout, and street lights will be adjusted after holiday decorations are 
removed. 

 

11. Adjournment- Montion to adjourn- 8:30pm 
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